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Neighbors  Join  Together  to  Clean  Children's  Garden 


^    VZ*^^*        ^^"P-  ■il^•^• 


More  than  50  people  came  together  on  Jan.  19atthe  Visitaaon  Valley  Greenway  Children's  Garden  to  pull 
weeds  and  do  some  planting  as  a  service  project  on  Martin  Luther  King  Day.  More  Pictures  are  on  Page  9. 


Siinnydale  Planning  Concentrates  on  Neighborhood  Assets 


b\/  Bcthj  Pnrshall 

The  second  Sunnydale  commu- 
nis' plcinning  meeting  hosted  by 
Mercy  Housing  was  held  on  Sat- 
urday, January  lOat  the  Sunnydale 
Community  Center.  Over  40  resi- 
dents attended  the  meeting,  which 
began  with  statements  of  the  ob- 
jectives and  principles  of  the  city, 
Mercy,  and  SF-Hope  in  the  rebuild- 
ing of  the  community. 

"Mapping  Assets/'  one  of  the 
publicized  points  of  the  meeting, 
was  explained  as  taking  a  good 
look  at  what  the  current  assets  of 
the  neighborhood  are  in  order  to 
preserve  and  build  on  what  the 
residents  like. 

A  power  point  presentation  pro- 
jected a  12  month  schedule  for  the 
process.  Residents  were  invited 
and  urged  to  join  a  free  bus  tour 
on  January  3 1  in  order  to  visit  other 
Mercy  developments  in  San  Fran- 
cisco (and  possibly  others  outside 
the  city)  This  introduction  to  other 


sites  can  generate  ideas  of  what 
might  be  applied  in  the  new 
Sunnydale  housing  and  commu- 
nity. The  bus  "tourists"  will  be  pro- 
vided with  cameras  to  record  posi- 
tive and  any  negative  impressions. 

A  February  meeting  will  pro- 
vide the  forum  for  developing  and 
enlarging  on  the  list  of  objectives 
desired  in  the  future.  In  March, 
there  will  be  classes  where  a  hill 
range  of  subjects  on  design  and 
development  will  be  provided, 
followed  in  April  by  a  week  of 
workshops  where  proposed  de- 
signs will  be  develop  in  greater 
detail.  All  of  this  activity  and  real 
work  by  the  community  will  lead 
to  the  draft  of  a  proposed  master 
plan  by  autumn. 

The  principles  and  the  objectives 
of  the  city,  Mercy  Housing  and  SF- 
Hope  generated  many  questions 
and  lively  discussion.  Tliere  will 
be  no  loss  of  public  housing  while 
there  will  also  be  affordable  and 


Metro  High  Continuing  Applications 

Meh-opoUtan  Arts  and  Technol-  about  college  througli  the  advisory 
ogy  High  School,  a  public,  char-  program,  especially  in  the  upper 
ter  high  school  located  at  400  grades.  Metro  offers  SAT  prep,  col- 
Mansell  Street,  is  continuing  to  lege  application  workshops,  Bnan- 
accept  9th  and  10th  grade  appli-  dal  aid  consulting,  campus  visits, 
cations  in  Febniary  for  the  upcom-  speakers,  and  fairs.  Students  also 
mg  Fall  2009  school  year  and  complete  hvo  semesters  of  a  Work- 
would  like  to  let  the  neighbor-  place  Learning  Experience  to  ex- 
hood  know  about  a  wonderhil  op  pbre  possible  careersand  the  world 
portunity  available  for  students  in  of  work. 

VUitadon  Valley.  "Metro  is  a  great  choice  for  stu- 

CaUed  Metro '  for  short,  the  free  dents  and  families  who  want  to  at- 

pubhc  coUege  preparatory  institu-  tend  a  performing  coUege  prep  high 

nu7-        ^^^f^s  3  campus  with  school,"  explained  Principal  GleSi 

Philip  and  Sala  Burton  High  School  Dennis.  "The  school  has  a  positive 

speaalizesm  project-based  learning  environment  that  supports  student 

small  class  sizes,  exoeUent  teachers,  learning.  Metro  can  help  students 

nationally-recognized  teaching  access  a  quaUty  education  that  has 

methods,  and  a  focus  on  arts  and  the  possibility  of  transforming  lives 

digital  media,  which  is  integrated  and  communities  " 

into  all  of  the  subjects.  Metro  recruits  teachers  from  some 

All  courses  are  coUege  prep  UC-  of  the  top  universities  in  the  United 

CSU  approved.  Graduation  re-  States  looking  for  instrctors  passion- 

quirements  meet  the  admission  re-  ate  about  their  aaft  who  care  deeply 

quirements  for  four  year  private  about  students  and  like  to  work  as 

and  public  universities,  A  full-time  part  of  a  team. 

coUege  advisor  also  provides  sup-  More  information  is  avaUable  at 

port  and  personal  attention  to  help  http://www.es-metro  org/  A 

studentsnavigatethecollegeadmis-  school  visit  can  also  be  arranged 

sion  and  finanaal  aid  systems.  by  contacting  Ruth  Medina,  the 

Each  student  receives  information  office  manager  at  415-550-5920. 


market  rate  housing.  1  here 
should  be  a  high  level  of  partici- 
pation in  the  planning  process  by 
local  residents,  Tlie  development 
should  provide  economic  oppor- 
tunities for  residents  both  during 
construction  and  when  com- 
pleted, since  retail  and  other  ser- 
vices are  to  be  included. 

The  newly  developed  commu- 
nity will  be  racially,  economically 
and  socially  integrated  within  the 
site  and  in  addition  with  the 
greater  neighborhood  of  Visitadon 
Valley  and  the  enhre  city.  Eight  el- 
ements to  be  achieved  include: 
safe  streets,  shops  within  walking 
distance,  neighborhood  gathering 
places  both  inside  and  outside, 
city  services,  ease  of  getting 
around,  housing  choices,  ^posi- 
tive and  special  character  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  perception 
by  residents  that  the  site  is  a  part 
of  the  whole 

The  presentation  of  these  wor- 
thy and  ambitious  principles  and 
objectives  having  been  completed, 
the  floor  was  opened  for  com- 
ments and  questions.  Two  people 
present  made  very  strong  state- 
ments that  residents  should  be  ex- 
tremely alert,  fully  self- informed, 
and  very  pro-active  in  deciding 
what  they  would  like  to  see  in  the 
redevelopment  of  Sunnydale. 
While  the  presentations  project 
very  positive  steps  to  a  very  posi- 
tive new  community,  residents 
should  require  all  specific  com- 
mitments in  writing.  Residents 
were  urged  to  form  their  own 
community  group  for  determin- 
ing community  goals. 

ilie  meeting  facilitator,  Tonya 
Boykin,  thanked  the  speakers  and 
acknowledged  that  the  kind  of  resi- 
dent participation  urged  was  en- 
dorsed and  encouraged  by  Mercy 
Housing  as  mentioned  in  the  prin- 
ciples previously  listed.  Several 
pressing  concerns  of  residents  were 
expres^  in  the  Q  &  A  portion  of 
the  meeting. 

Safe  transitional  housing  for  young 
people  is  needed.  What  assurances 
exist  that  all  residents  will  be  guaran- 
teed housing  as  the  replacement  of 
buildings  proceeds?  Seepages 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  recently 
armounced  the  expansion  of  the 
city's  "Network  of  Community 
Networks"  free  Wi-Fi  network  to 
residents  of  the  Sunnydale  hous- 
ing development. 

Outside  Sunnydale's  new  tech- 
nology lab,  the  Mayor  highlighted 
the  city's  progress  expanding  free 
wireless  Internet  access  throu^out 
San  Francisco  Housing  Authority 
(SFHA)  developments  and  other 
affordable  housing  sites. 

"To  improve  our  economy,  it  is 
critical  that  we  bridge  the  digittd  di- 
vide," said  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom. 
"The  launch  of  this  free  Wi-Fi  net- 
work at  the  Sunnydale  housing  de- 
velopment is  another  step  forward 
in  our  goal  of  providing  free  Internet 
access  to  all  San  Franciscans," 

Over  the  past  year,  the  Departmen  t 
of  Technology  (DT)  has  created  and 
coordinated  the  development  of  free 
wireless  networks  covering  2121 
units  at  SFHA  developments  and  at 
over  1200  unitsat  non-profit  sites.  At 
the  Sunnydale  housing  develop- 
ment, thedt/sCorrmiunities  of  Op- 
portunity (COO)  teamed  with  the 
technology  nonprofit,  One  Economy 


to  establish  the  free  network. 

"AtOne  Economy,  we  believe  qual- 
ity information  is  central  to  quality 
of  life,"  said  Dave  McConrwU,  senior 
vice  president  at  One  Economy.  "We 
are  proud  to  be  part  of  this  effort  to 
use  broadband  to  connect  hundreds 
of  families  with  the  tools  they  need 
to  improve  their  lives." 

The  free  Wi-Fi  network  at 
Sunnydale  was  funded  throu^  the 
AT&T  Foundation. 

"AT&T  is  a  strong  proponent  of 
broadband  ir\fr£istructure  cis  a  criti- 
cal component  of  our  21st  coitury 
California  economy,"  Kai  McNeely, 
President  of  AT&T  California.  "We 
remain  committed  to  doing  our  part 
to  make  affordable  broadband  even 
more  widely  available,  so  we're 
pleased  to  be  able  to  partner  wdth 
One  Economy  and  the  Qty  of  San 
Francisco  on  this  important  program 
in  Sunnydale." 

In  addition  to  free  Internet  access, 
DT  has  engaged  partners  to  er\sure 
that  residents  served  by  the  dt/s  free 
Wi-Fi  network,  espedally  low-in- 
come and  disadvantaged  residents 
have  access  to  complimentary  train- 
ing, low  cost  computers 


Month  Long  Celebration  of  Black  History 


by  Bethj  Par^imU 

Black  History  Month  originated  as 
a  remembrance  of  the  important 
people  and  events  in  the  history  of 
the  African  Diaspora.  It  was  initiated 
in  1926  by  historian  Carter  G 
Woodsen  as  Ne^  History  Week. 

Woodsen  chose  the  second  week 
of  February  because  it  marked  the 
birthdays  of  two  Americans  who 
greatly  influenced  the  lives  and  so- 
da! conditions  of  African-Ameri- 
cans, President  Abraham  Lincoln 


and  abolitionist  Frederick  Dou^ss. 

Inspired  bya  poster  on  the  wall  of 
Two  jacks  on  Leland  Avenue,  I  did  a 
little  research  on  the  Internet  to  learn 
more  about  the  many  African- 
Americar\s  who  were  talaited  in  vcti- 
tors  and  provided  many  of  the  items 
that  today  we  take  for  granted. 

john  Lee  Love  invented  an  im- 
proved pencil  sharpener,  the 
same  kind  of  pencil  sharpener 
that  is  still  found  in  offices  and 
schoolrooms.  see  Page  9 


ThKa  milaceattheUS.  Capitol  on  a  aokj  Jan.  20  mommg  tn  mshington,  D.C 

walked  past  me.  loe  Biden  is  the 
new  Vice-President. 
On  Thursday,  my  grandma  took 
me  to  see  the  movie  Hotel  for 
Dogs.  Emma  Roberts  and  JakeT 
Austin  found  an  old  hotel  with 
two  dogs  in  it.  Jake  and  Emma 
have  a  dog  named  Friday.  Jake 
asked  Emma  if  Friday  could  stay 
with  dog  for  one  night.  Emma 
said  "all  right  one  rugjit  Jake,  one 
that's  all." 

I  saw  Barack  Obama  My  three 
favorite  things  I  did  are  seeing 
Barack  Obama,  seeing  the  Inau- 
gural Parade,  and  seeing  Hotel 
for  Dogs. 

PS.  Barack  Obama  writes  with 
his  left  hand,  like  me.  How  do  I 
know?  My  mom  saw  him  sign- 
ing papers  on  TV. 


ISawBafackObama 

by  Ti-Ka  Wallace.  Second  Grade 
Visitacioti  Valle}/  Elementary  School 

I  saw  Barack  Obama.  My  three 
favorite  things  I  did  on  my  trip 
are  seeing  Barack  Obama  live, 
seeing  the  Inaugural  Parade,  and 
seeing  the  movie  Hotel  for  Dogs. 

I  saw  Barack  Obama  live.  I  liked 
seeing  Barack  Obama  because  I 
have  always  wanted  to  see  him, 
It  is  neat  that  I  got  to  travel  all 
the  way  to  Washington,  D.C.  to 
see  Barack  Obama. 

I  saw  the  Inaugural  Parade.  The 
day  of  the  parade  was  cold  and 
my  mom's  friend,  Kathie,  drove 
us  to  the  Metro  train.  My  mom, 
my  grandma,  and  I  went  to  the 
parade  from  there.  Joe  Biden 
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More  Bilingual  Translation 
Needed  in  Visitacion  Valley 

Unfortunately,  despite  the  2000 
Census  fact  that  60  percent  of 
Visitacion  Valley  residents  are 
Asians: 

*If  Community  Advisory  Commit- 
tee (CAC)  members  don't  have  more 
bilingual  Chinese  representatives, 
why  can't  some  caring  CAC  mem- 
bers keep  us  ififormed  and  involved 
via  e-mails,  personal  contacts  etc? 
Why  only  approach  my  group  to 
support  their  causes  and  ask  us  to 
provide  signatures  for  them? 

•Why  are  their  agenda  notices  in 
English -only? 

*Why  aren't  minutes,  even  in  En- 
glish, of  the  meeting  sent  all  these 
months  to  community  members? 

*If  a  Chinese  translator  is  hired  for 
only  a  few  monolingual-Chinese 
participants  meeting  on  Turuiel  Av- 
enue, why  not  maximize  the  trans- 
lating effort  (and  cost)  by  having  him 
provide  a  a  brief  Chinese  summary 
of  the  minutes  from  the  meetings? 

*Why  not  involve  the  real  commu- 
nity input  of  hundreds  of  residents 
by  providing  yearly  trilingual  com- 
muruty  surveys? 

•Why  wasn't  the  Mayor's  office 
aware  of  tfie  huge  Asian  population 
in  Visitacion  Valley,  and  to  make  sure 
our  group  has  equal  representation 
and  access? 

•Since  the  mega  housing  developer. 
Universal  Paragon  Corporation 
(UPC)  is  benefitting  from  this  huge 
project  why  not  make  this  and  other 
developers  more  accountable  to  pro- 
vide opportunities  for  language  and 
other  accesses  to  our  sizable  immi- 
grant community?  City  agencies 
have  provided  some  sporadic  and 
sketchy  attempts  but  most  of  the  resi- 
dents are  still  in  the  dark. 

"It's  impressive  that  25  percoit  of 
this  development  is  targelted  for  low 
income,  but  will  the  housing  appli- 
cation process  provide  real  oppor- 
tunities for  the  limited -English  resi- 
dents to  apply?  In  the  past,  two 
Visitadon  Valley  public  housing 
groups  in  have  tricked  residents 
with  this  process  before.  A  common 
ploy  was  to  translate  info  in  one  or 
more  languages  (fooled  lots  of 
people  and  Qty  agencies  before)  in 
their  flyers  but  the  phone  contacts 
were  &igJidi-only  £ind  differoit  cri- 
teria were  imposed  to  screen  the 
non- English  folks! 

•Why  eire  the  SF  Redevelopment 
Agenc/s  public  notices  posted  on 
the  lightpoles  on  Leland  only  in  En- 
glish? Sure,  the  SFRA  English-only 
agenda  does  state  on  the  front  page 
that  "  Requests  for  langua^  inter- 
preters at  a  meeting  must  be  received 
at  Ieast72  hours  in  advance..."  How 
can  monolingual  residents  under- 
stand it  to  make  any  request? 

•The  31 1  phcffie  line  is  really  a  bless- 
ing to  our  residents,  but  when  will 
Qty  Hall  proceedings  provide  lan- 
guage access  to  the  diverse  viewers 
in  San  Francisco?  Hopefully  with  the 
help  the  new  chair  of  ^e  S.F.  Super- 
visors, David  Chiu,  there  nugjit  be 
some  hope  for  Ihis  d vil  rights  change. 

•Since  Visitacion  Valley  has  perhaps 
the  highest  home  ownership  (and 
the  n\^rity  of  them  are  Asians)  who 
contribute  to  our  Gt/s  coffer,  why 
aren't  we  getting  equal  representa- 
tion and  benefits? 

•Although  Tom  Evans,  Gty  Plan- 
ner, formeriy  introduced  Kai  who 
stood  up  to  be  identified  as  the  offi- 
da!  translator  of  the  proceeding,  he 
didn't  even  acknowledge  the  mono- 
lingual parents  who  raised  their 
hands  for  translation  need!  When  1 
rushed  out  to  answer  my  cell  phone. 
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they  followed  because  they  thought 
I  was  leaving  the  meeting!  They  com- 
plained that  although  the  SFRA  post- 
card indicated  Chinese  translatioa 
they  fdt  like  deaf-mutes  during  the 
English-only  proceeding!  At  first, 
Cindy  Choy,  leader  of  the  CAA's  par- 
ents' group  was  reluctant  to  speak  up 
because  she  didn't  know  the  formal 
process  of  filling  out  the  speaker's 
card  until  1  told  her.  In  the  nid.  of  time 
just  before  the  Chair  dosed  public 
imput,  I  asked  for  the  commission's 
permission  to  get  Kai  to  translate  for 
Cindy  Choy.  These  brave  parents 
should  be  commended  for  their 
perserverence  and  dedication  to 
many  causes  in  Visitadon  Valley! 
(Check  SF  gov  channel  to  see  whai 
this  and  other  En^ish-only  Gty  pro- 
grams are  publidy-aired.) 

"Sol  of  Arc  Ecology  gave  a  very  de- 
tailed presentation  on  lanuary  10  at 
66  Raymond  Ave.  about  his  group's 
input  to  another  mega  developer 
Lennar,  in  the  Bayview  Distrid.  He 
surprised  us  with  graphic  informa- 
tion of  all  the  areas  along  SF's  south- 
east sector  that  are  targetted  for  hous- 
ing developments.  He  emphasized 
they  are  the  largest  and  last  stretch 
of  land  in  our  Gty  for  such  huge  de- 
velopments. So,  since  mega  devel- 
opers are  benefitting  from  the  use  of 
our  land,  we  must  set  a  precedent  to 
make  them  more  accountable  to  our 
residents'  needs  and  wishes,  ri^t? 

•Will  Uruversal  Paragon  accept  our 
recommendation  to  provide  ongo- 
ing and  accessible  communication 
with  our  community  by  installing  a 
large  trilingual  electronic  sign  that 
keeps  us  informed  &  updated  about 
their  project  and  different 
demolotion/building  stages? 

•Few  residents  are  interested  in  the 
details  of  the  toxic  removals  because 
we  feel  our  state  has  very  rigorous 
and  legal  standards  that  the  devel- 
opers have  to  comply.  However, 
Lila  Hussain  promised  me  in  the 
December  community  meeting  that 
she  would  try  to  give  a  one-page 
summary  in  Chinese  of  the  Schlage 
Lock  development  to  familiarize 
our  residentslgaveher  the  skeletal 
formats  already. 

•As  one  of  the  community  activists 
who  has  been  attending  community 
meetings  for  20*-  years,  1  can  under- 
stand why  residents  are  very  rduc- 
tant  to  attend  meetings.  In  the  past, 
many  groups  appeased  us  udth  hope- 
ful promises  but  seldom  deliver.  So 
now,  we  must  demand  resped  and 
for  all  developers  and  and  all  groups 
to  deliver  their  promises,  ri^t? 

•Although  around  1997  1  applied 
and  received  $30,000  Enterprise 
funding  on  behalf  of  our  community 
to  provide  transbtions  in  our  only 
Visitacion  Valley  community 
newapaper,theGrapevine,  the  funds 
had  to  be  returned  to  our  City  be- 
cause the  project  could  not  get 
started.  It  is  still  the  eft^orts  of  mono- 
lingual-English volunteers  who  do- 
nate their  time  to  keep  it  going  all 
these  years.  It  would  be  ideal  to  get 
more  dvic-minded  and  involved 
residentsin  our  diverse  community 
to  contribute  their  efforts, 
in  unity,  Marlene  Tran  Spokespersoa 
Visitadon  Valley  Asians  Alliance 

Attention  Park  People 

The  Gty  wants  to  hear  from  you 
about  open  space.  Do  you  have  ideas 
for  improving  your  local  parks?  Can 
you  imagine  creative  ways  to  build 
new  open  space  in  your  nei^bor- 
hood?  In  the  upcoming  months, 
more  than  a  dozen  meetings  will 
take  place  throu^ou  t  San  Francisco, 
hosted  by  Uie  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council  (NPC)  as  the  community 
partner  for  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Greening,  the  Planning  Department, 
and  the  Recreation  and  Park  Depart- 
ment. The  Council  is  working  with 
neigjiborfiood  groups  aaoss  tiie  dty 
to  solidt  the  public's  vision  and  pri- 
orities about  the  future  of  public 
open  space  throu^  a  series  of  com- 
munity workshof?s  in  january,  Feb- 
ruary, and  March. 

The  workshop  series  is  tiie  second 
phase  of  the  Mayor's  Open  Space 
Task  Force,  a  two-year  process  be- 
gun in  November  2007,  to  delve  into 
the  issues  and  opportunities  Uiat  v^ill 
shape  San  Frandsco's  open  space 


system  in  the  21  st  century.  Three  key 
outcomes  from  the  two-year  effort 
will  be  the  development  of  a  long- 
ran^  Vision  Plan,  an  updated  Open 
Space  Element  in  the  General  Plan 
(ROSE-  Recreation  and  Open  Space 
Element),  and  an  Action  Plan  for  the 
decade  with  specific  strategies  and 
ideas  that  can  be  implemented  in  the 
short-term.  This  package  of  visioa 
policy,  and  specific  plans  is  being 
called  the  Open  Space  Framework. 

Input  gathered  at  the  neighbor- 
hood workshops  will  help  to  inform 
the  Open  Space  Framework,  to  be 
managed  by  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Greening.  Those  unable  to  attend  a 
scheduled  meeting  are  also  encour- 
aged to  partidpate  by  either  hosting 
their  own  meeting  with  neighbors 
at  their  convenience,  or  by  complet- 
ing a  brief  survey  at  http:// 
www.openspaoesf.org. 

A  'Meeting  in  a  Box'  is  available 
for  all  those  who  chose  to  condud 
their  own  meeting,  providing  a 
guide  for  the  host  to  easily  lead  a 
conversation  with  friends  and  col- 
leagues, and  to  gamer  important 
feedback  about  open  space  needs, 
challenges  and  ideas. 

Results  from  all  public  feedback 
vkoll  be  incorpxjrated  into  the  Action 
Plan  for  Open  Space,  In  addition,  a 
collective, -ranked  priority  list  on 
open  space  issues  will  be  created  and 
presented  to  the  Mayor,  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, and  relevant  Departments 
and  their  Commissions. 

The  Visitadon  Valley  neighbor- 
hood meeting  will  be  held  on  Feb- 
ruary 28th  from  10  a.m.-12  noon  (lo- 
cation TBA).  To  RSVP  or  find  out 
more,  please  contad  Mike  Kritzman, 
Open  Space  Program  Assistant, 
mkritz mania's fnpc.org,  415-621- 
3260.  More  information  and  the 
complete  meeting  schedule  can  also 
be  found  at  http://openspaoesf.org/ 
meetingpacket. 

Senior  Scam  Stopper 

Senator  Leland  Yee  invites  you  to 
attend  the  Ser\ior  Scam  Stopper 
event  in  Visitadon  Valley.  A  panel 
of  experts  from  various  Caliromia 
agendes  will  take  part  in  a  panel  dis- 
cussion on  consumer  education  and 
scam  preventioa 

The  event  is  open  to  the  public  and 
free,  useful  material  will  be  pro- 
vided. For  more  information,  call 
Arsen  Sarapinian  at  415-557-7a57. 

Senior  Security  at  Home 

According  to  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Justice,  senior  dtizens  usually  ex- 
perience lower  rates  of  crime.  But 
when  seniors  are  victimized,  there  is 
a  92  percent  chance  the  crime  will 
occur  in  or  near  their  homes. 

"As  we  age,  our  safety  and  security 
needs  change,  so  ifs  important  to  take 
extra  precautions  to  keep  ourselves 
and  our  senior  family  members  safe," 
said  Steve  Shapiro,  diredor  of  prod- 
ud  management  for  ADT  Security 
Services.  "Althougji  statistics  show 
seniors  are  less  likely  to  be  vulnerable 
to  some  types  of  crime,  they  are  more 
likdy  than  any  other  age  group  to  be 
victimsof  crime  in  their  own  homes." 

To  help  better  proted  America's  se- 
niors from  property  crime  and  per- 
sonal theft,  ADT  has  developed  the 
following  essential  safety  tips; 
•Never  hide  keys  under  the  door- 
mat, in  the  mailbox  or  in  a  planter, 
burglars  will  go  straigjit  for  these  typi- 
cal fuding  spots  to  look  for  spare  ki^^ 
Spare  keys  should  be  left  with  a 
trusted  naghbor 

•If  you  dedde  to  install  an  alarm  sys- 
tem, consider  one  that  is  monitored 
for  burglary,  fire,  carbon  monoxide 
and  medical  emergendes.  These 
alarm  system  features  can  be  life-sav- 
ing if  you,  or  a  loved  one,  become  in- 
capadtated  while  in  the  home. 

•Install  and  use  good  locks  on  doors 
and  windows.  Good  locks  are  the  firet 
line  of  defense  against  home  inva- 
sion—it is  also  important  to  make 
sure  your  locks  are  in  working  order 

•Never  give  credit  card,  Sodal  Se- 
curity, phone  card  or  bank  account 
numbers  to  callers  who  ask  for  this 


information  to  "verify"  prizes.  If  *Whoi  service  or  delivery  people 

they  have  to  ask  for  this  personal  come  to  your  door,  cisk  for  ID  and 

information,  it  is  a  sure  sign  they  check  with  thdr  company  if  you  are 

are  fakes  -  never  give  personal  data  still  unsure.  When  in  doubt,  research 

over  the  phone,  unless  you  know  the  company  by  calling  police  or  the 

who  you  are  dealing  with.  Better  Business  Bureau.  Reputable 

•RecenUy  tfiere  have  been  cases  of  companies  will  have  no  problem  with 

seniors  being  targeted  to  send  cash  to  your  request  for  more  information. 

someone  posing  as  a  grandchild,  If  Most  importantly,  Shapiro  wants 

you  receive  a  call  like  this,  you  should  everyone  to  remember,  "Thinking 

al  wayscall  the  diild's  parents  for  veri-  about  home  security  should  be  a  top 

fication,  even  if  they  say  they  do  not  priority,  especially  as  we  grow  older 

want  their  parents  to  know.  and  live  lon^r." 

Abuse  of  Disabled  Placards  Widespread  in  S.E 


inj  Assettibhfuwmu  fu.ma  Ma,  CPA 

I've  always  been  a  strong  advocate 
of  people  with  disabilities  and  have 
worked  to  ensure  their  equal  rights. 
Living  in  a  big,  busy  dty  like  San 
Francisco  can  be  very  dangerous  for 
pedestriansand  people  with  disabili- 
ties, espedally  without  countdown 
and  audible  signals  at  crosswalks  or 
when  sidewalks  are  obstructed. 
Making  sure  that  safety  measures 
like  countdown  sigrialsat  crosswalks 
are  replaced  and  maintained  has 
been  a  top  priority  of  mine. 

Recently,  a  new  issue  that  ad- 
versdy  affects  people  vdth  disabili- 
ties was  brou^t  to  my  attention  - 
the  misuse  and  abuse  of  disabled 
placards.  In  a  Gty  witfi  all  too  many 
cars  and  not  enough  parking,  it's 
important  that  disabled  parkmg  is 
protected  for  those  who  are  disabled 
and  that  people  who  are  illegally 
parking  their  vehides  in  spaces  des- 
ignated for  people  with  disabilities 
boe  the  consequences. 

The  widespread  misuse  of  dis- 
abled placards  has  conhTbu ted  to  tiie 
already  difficult  parking  environ- 
ment in  San  Francisco.  Between  Sep- 
tember 2007  and  September  2008, 
1 ,234  false  placards  were  confiscated 
in  the  Gty  and  County  of  San  Fran- 
dsco.  The  number  of  disabled  plac- 
ards issued  between  1 995  and  2005 
increased  1 22%  while  the  number  of 
cars  registered  between  those  same 
years  only  increased  about  11  pier- 
cent  —  it  doesn't  add  up.  To  help  fix 
this  problem  I've  introduced  legis- 
lation. Assembly  Bill  1 44,  which  will 
make  parking  placard  violations 
easier  to  enforce. 

AB  144  -  Protecting  Parking  Plac- 
ards, will  decriminalize  the  misuse 


and  abuse  of  disabled  parking  plac- 
ards and  instead  allow  parking  con- 
hx)l  officers  to  issue  dtationsor  park- 
ing tickets  if  abuse  occurs.  Under 
current  law,  it  is  a  misdemeanor  for 
someone  to,  among  otfier  things,  u^ 
a  counterfeit,  forged,  altered  or  mu- 
tilated placard.  Parking  control  of- 
ficers who  currenUy  issue  dtations 
for  these  violatior^s  require  spedal 
training  and  legislative  authoriza- 
tion. Enabling  parking  control  offic- 
ers to  dte  violators  will  ensure  that 
tickets  will  be  issued  more  fre- 
quenUy  for  misuse.  By  decriminal- 
izing the  abuse  of  disabled  parking 
privileges,  it  will  be  easier  for  offic- 
ers to  mforce  penalties,  thereby  en- 
suring that  individuals  who  really 
need  placards  are  protected. 

AB  144  will  also  raise  the  fine  for 
using  a  counterfeit  placard  from 
$250  to  $750  per  violation.  This  will 
offer  an  even  greater  deterrent  to 
those  people  who  are  benefihng 
from  the  illegal  use  of  placards. 

For  more  information  about  AB 
1 44,  please  visit  www.leginfo.ca.gov. 

Cash  for  College:  The  seemingly 
never  ending  rise  in  the  cost  of 
higher  education  continues  to  be  a 
major  headache  for  students  and 
tiieir  families.  Fortunately,  Califor- 
nia does  provide  some  relief 
through  the  Cal  Grant  program, 
which  offers  graduating  seniors  and 
recent  graduates  up  to  $9,700  a  year 
in  free  money  for  college  expenses 
at  both  private  and  public  colleges. 
For  more  information,  contact  SF 
College  Access  Center  at  41 5-202- 
7944.  The  applicatfcin  is  also  avail- 
able online  at  www.calgrants.org. 
The  Cal  Grant  application  dead- 
line is  March  2, 


Award  for  Valley  VLolenoe  Prevention  Program 


The  Visitadon  Valley  Violence  Pre- 
vention Program  and  Coordinator 
Michael  Bennett  were  reooitly  nomi- 
nated fora  2009Community  Partner 
Recognition  Award  by  the  InstitiJte 
for  Gvic  and  Community  Engage- 
ment (ICCE)  at  San  Frandsoo  State 
University. 

The  award  will  be  presented  dur- 
ing a  Community  Service  Learning 
Award  Ceremony  this  spring  for  a 
"contribution  to  San  Francisco  State 
through  exodlence  in  student  super- 
visaon  and  the  support  of  corrununi  ty 
service  learning.", 

Bennett  staffs  the  Violence  Preven- 


tion Collaborative  meetings  and  over- 
sees die  Weed  and  Seed  Program,  a 
federally  funded  program  desi^ied 
to  address  violence  through  creating 
better  relationships  between  tiie  po- 
lioedepartments and  the  community. 
The  police  department  receives  fialf 
of  the  grant,  for  the  "Weed"  portion, 
and  the  community  receives  the 
"Seed"  portion. 

Built  into  this  collaboration  is  the 
promotion  of  the  "Community  Po- 
licing" concept,  which  is  in  favor 
of  more  contad  with  the  commu- 
nity on  the  part  of  the  police  de- 
partment from  top  to  bottom. 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 

Read  cuoBnt  and  past  stones  from 
the  Visrtacon  N^i^ley  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevme  com 
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-Celebrate  the  diversity  of  Vistt^cian  Valley  at, the  4th  Annual 
^  .VisilJCton  VaUcy.filiilti-Cullural  Day  E';enl- 

When:  Thursday,  February  19 

■  "^illev.MiddleS 


Join  us  for  an  evening  of 
cnlCTlainnicnl  and  education  as  we 

celebrate  the  diver&iiy  of  our 
coniinunily  with  pcrl'omiancc^  and 
exquisite  cuisi^e^. 


.  •  .from  the  desk  of  the  WBOOM  newsroom 


by  Nick  Wolff 

Whafs  all  the  buzz  about? 

Did  you  know  Visitacion  Valley 
is  a  wonderful  and  productive 
neighborhood  to  raise  bees? 
Lorrie  Gallagher  does  -  she  has 
three  hives  in  her  backyard.  Fur 
thermore,  until  last  month  she 
was  Vice  President  of  the  San 
Francisco  Beekeepers  Associa- 
tion. With  good  access  to 
McLaren  Pork,  sunny  skies  and 
numerous  gardens  and  green- 
ways,  Vis  Valley  is  an  ideal  en- 
vironment for  bees.  They  gather 
nectar  and  pollen  from  various 
wild  places  nearby,  suchas  San 
Bruno  Mountain,  McLaren  Park 
as  well  as  from  local  cultivated 
gardens.  The  newest  Visitacion 
Valley  Greenwoy  Park  with  its 
vigorous  native  plans  also 
seems  to  be  a  preferred  hang- 
out for  local  bees.  The  wildf low- 
ers produce  a  very  flavorful 
honey.  Lorrie's  hives  are  not 
treated  with  any  products -the 
honey  is  raw,  unheated  and  un- 
filtered.  The  honey  is  extracted 
exactly  as  the  bees  have  pro- 
ducea  it,  with  only  minimal 
straining  to  remove  bits  of  hon- 
eycomb. Many  people  prefer  to 
buy  local  honey  in  order  to  sup- 
port their  local  beekeepers, 
give  as  gifts  or  as  immune  sup- 
port for  allergy  relief, 
Lorrie  has  been  a  Visitacion 
Valley  resident  for  nearly  10 
years  and  is  surrounded  by 
"great  neighbors,"  She  is  the  lat- 
est local  home-based  entrepre- 
neur to  take  part  in  VVBOOM's 
"Microenterprise  Program," 

So  Lon^  <mkI  thanks  for  al  the 

grocenes.  Super  Fair  Market 
(201  Lelond  Avenue)  closed  its 
doors  for  the  final  time  Satur- 
day January  3 1st.  The  longtime 
neighborhood  grocery  hub  on 
the  corner  or  Leiand  and 
Rutland  Street  is  now  empty 
withonly  its  exterior  shell  intact. 
it  won't  DC  for  much  longer.  The 
building  will  be  destroyed  in 
mid-March  of  this  year  to  make 
way  for  the  new  Visitacion  Va! 
ley  Public  Library  Branch,  which 
will  begin  being  constructed  in 
May.  A  groundbreaking  cer- 
emony for  the  new  branch  li- 
brary is  tentatively  scheduled  for 
the  end  of  April.  After  construe 
tion  is  underway,  it  will  be 
roughly  another  year  and  a 
half  to  two  full  years  before 
this  state  of  the  art  land  envi- 
ronmentally friendly)  library 
is  fully  equipped  to  serve  the 
Visitacion  Valley  neighbor- 
hood. In  the  meantime,  con- 
tinue to  utilize  the  resources 
(books,  magazines,  comput- 
ers, and  friendly  staff)  avail- 
able to  all  residents  at  the  cur- 


J0 
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Her  delicious  honey  is  available  or  she  can  be  reached  by  phone 
alVVBOOMheadquarters-91  415/467.8029.  So  support 
Leiand  Avenue,  via  email:  your  local  beekeeper  by  picking 
visitacionvalleyhoney@gmail.com  up  a  jar  at  9  1  Leiand  Avenue. 


rent  library  located  ol  45  Leiand 
Avenue.  If  you're  wondering 
where  to  pick  up  that  loaf  oi 
bread,  gallon  of  milk  or  dinner 
side  now  that  Super  Fair  Market 
is  gone  -downtown  Vis  Valley  has 
you  covered.  All  those  items  and 
much  more  con  be  purchased  at 
any  of  the  three  main  markets  on 
Lelond  Avenue:  Casa  Lopez  Pro- 
duce Market,  58  Leiand  Avenue; 


La  Loma  Produce  Market,  65 
Lelond  Avenue;  and  Shun  Lee 
Market,  2400  Boyshore  Boule- 
vard (at  Lelond), 

Gung  hay  fcrf  choy,  or  Hcny 

NewYew.WBOOM  would  like 
to  wish  everyone  a  (slightly 
belated,  seeing  as  how  it  officially 
began  Monday  January  26th) 
Happy  Lunar  fsew  Yearl 
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Eneigy-Effidency  Tax  Credits  Save  Money 


by  jasoti  Aldemian 

One  of  the  few  bright  spots  in 
the  current  financial  crisis  is  that 
the  government  has  reinstated 
federal  tax  credits  iox  a  variety  of 
energy -efficient  home  improve- 
ments you  make  in  2009.  They 
also  extended  deadlines  for  solar 
energy  systems  and  fuel  cell  lax 
credits  until  2016  and  established 
new  credits  for  small  wind-en- 
ergy systems  and  plug-in  hybrid 
vehicles. 

This  means  that  you  can  not 
only  take  advantage  of  many 
products  that  are  good  for  the 
environment,  but  also  can  save 
on  energy  expenses  while  low- 
ering your  tax  bill,  Here  are  a 
few  highlights: 

Home  improvements.  Tax  cred- 
its are  available  for  insulation,  en- 
ergy-efficient replacement  win- 
dows, non-solar  water  heaters, 
and  certain  high-efficiency  heat- 
ing and  cooling  equipment. 
These  tax  credits  are  not  available 
for  new  home  construction;  how- 
ever, new-housing  credits  are 
available  for  photovoltaic  sys- 
tems that  convert  sunlight  into 
electricity,  as  well  as  solar  water 
heaters,  small  wind  energy  sys- 
tems and  fuel  cells. 

Energy-effident  cars.  A  new  tax 
credit  is  now  available  for  plug-in 
hybrid  cars  and  trucks,  ranging 
from  $2,500  to  $7,500,  depending 
on  battery  capacity.  And,  credits 
are  still  available  for  certain  mod- 
els of  hybrid  gasoline-electric,  die- 
sel,  battery -electric,  alternative  fuel 
and  fuel-cell  vehicles,  depending 
on  whether  their  manufacturers 
have  yet  sold  the  eligible  number 
of  vehicles.  Go  to  http:// 
fueleconomy.gov  for  more  details. 

The  Energy  Star  Wiebsite,  rvm  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  con- 
tains a  comprehensive  table  show- 
ing which  products  qualify  for  the 
tax  credits  and  where  to  go  for  more 
information  (www.energystar.gov/ 
nxKxcrm  !'c=pnxiuci&pr_iax_creans| 

Even  if  you  can't  afford  a  new  roof 
or  hybrid  car,  there  are  still  plenty 
of  ways  you  can  significantly  lower 
your  energy  bills.  For  example: 


Sunnydale  Planning  Concentrates  on  Neighborhood  Assets 


From  Page  1 

What  kind  of  rules  will  there  be 
about  who  can  live  in  the  devel- 
opment, given  the  concerns 
about  violence  and  drug  activity 
that  now  exist?  What  about  ten- 
ants who  may  be  in  arrears  on 
rent  due  to  job  loss  or  other  rea- 
sons? 

The  short  answer  to  these  ques- 
tions was  that  at  present  such 
rules  have  not  been  established 
since  there  are  legal  questions  to 
be  addressed,  but  these  issues 
will  be  addressed  with  commu- 
nity services  to  assist  people  in 
resolving  them. 

Several  questions  and  com- 
ments came  up  about  the  number 
of  units  projected:  how  was  this 
determined,  and  what  will  hap- 
pen to  the  open  space  now  en- 
joyed and  endorsed  by  residents. 

The  number  of  units  men- 
tioned, although  not  yet  set  in 
stone,  is  1,500.  The  number  re- 
flects the  need  to  make  the 
project  economically  feasible  and 
thus  attractive  to  private  devel- 


opment funds,  as  well  as  realiz- 
ing the  principle  of  building  a 
fully  integrated  and  diverse 
community 

A  representative  of  SF-Hope 
spoke  about  the  lack  of  federal 
funding  and  the  fact  that  Section 
8  housing  no  longer  is  in  effect. 
However,  the  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority  will  require 
that  750  units  of  public  housing 
will  be  retained  throughout  the 
development. 

"You  must  be  a  tenant  in  good 
standing"  raised  strong  reac- 
tions and  a  stated  determination 
from  several  people  to  organize 
tenants  to  monitor  the  entire 
process  and  participate  fully  in 
making  the  decisions  that  will 
result. 

Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell 
was  present  and  reiterated  how 
important  it  is  that  the  residents 
be  involved  by  attending  com- 
munity meetings,  organizing 
themselves  to  speak  as  a  group, 
and  attending  Board  of  Super- 
visors and  other  city  agency 


•For  every  degree  you  lower  your 
thermostat  (or  raise  it  in  the  sum- 
mer) you  can  trim  your  utility  bill 
by  3  to  5  percent.  Bonus  points 
for  lowering  it  further  at  bedtime. 

*Up  to  30  percent  of  heated  or 
cooled  air  can  be  lost  through 
leaks,  so  add  weather  stripping 
around  windows  and  doors  and 
caulking  around  ducts,  plumbing 
bypasses  and  other  openings. 

"Heating  water  is  the  third-larg- 
est home  energy  expense,  so  try 
lowering  your  water  heater  tem- 
perature to  120°  F  or  lower  (pro- 
vided your  dishwasher's  manual 
says  that's  okay). 

*Buy  a  programmable  thermo- 
stat so  you  can  lower  the  tem- 
perature when  you're  not  home 
and  heat  things  up  shortly  before 
you  return.  (The  reverse  works  in 
summer.) 

*Buy  Energy  Star  products,  which 
consume  up  to  50  percent  less  en- 
ergy and  water  than  standard  mod- 
els. Go  to  wvm.energystar.gov  for 
iriformation  on  finding  local  retail- 
ers, rebates  and  more. 

*Use  compact  fluorescent  lamps, 
which  consume  75  percent  less  en- 
ergy than  incandescent  bulbs,  last 
1 0  times  longer  and  save  $30  or 
more  over  the  lifetiine  of  each  bulb. 

•Clean  or  replace  furnace  filters 
each  month  and  dust  refrigerator 
coils  every  few  months  to  ensure 
more  efficient  operation.  Also, 
clean  the  clothes  dryer  lint  trap 
after  each  use. 

•Install  tempered  glass  doors 
and  a  heat-air  exchange  system 
to  your  fireplace  to  re-circulate 
warmed  air;  and  always  close  the 
damper  when  not  in  use. 

•Run  full  washer  and  dryer 
loads  and  use  cold  or  warm  wa- 
ter whenever  possible. 

'Run  full  dishwasher  loads  and 
use  the  unheated  drying  cycle  if 
available. 

•Turn  off  lights,  computers,  tele- 
visions and  other  electronic 
equipment  when  not  m  use. 
Scaling  back  your  energy  costs  is 
a  no-brainer  in  these  penny- 
pinching  times  -  not  to  mention 
being  good  for  the  environment. 


meetings  to  press  their  views.  To 
the  Mercy  Housing  staff  she 
urged  that  meetings  be  well  pub- 
licized, that  questions  raised  be 
answered  fully,  and  that  agendas 
and  the  presentation  materials  be 
in  print  and  made  available  early 
so  that  residents  have  time  to 
read  and  prepare  for  meetings. 

Minutes  or  a  full  report  of 
meetings  should  also  be  pre- 
pared and  distributed. 

Additional  comments  from 
residents  about  the  presenta- 
tions suggested  keeping  the  lan- 
guage straightforward  and 
simple  for  clarity,  and  endorsed 
the  Supervisor's  suggestions 
about  agendas  and  reports  being 
made  available  in  a  timelier 
manner  and  in  print. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned 
and  all  were  invited  to  go 
across  the  street  to  1 657 
Sunnydale  where  Mercy  Hous- 
ing now  has  an  office  that  will 
be  open  Monday  through  Fri- 
day where  people  can  visit  and 
obtain  information. 


P I  £)oraclo  Elementary  ,3^ool  M^pp^nings 
Second  Annual  ^i- 

^11*       _       _  ementary  School,  it  will  mean 

Spelling  Bee  Results  recalling  how  they  immedi- 

by  Lon  Fetzer  ately    applied    the  new 

In  the  month  of  January,  all  president's  message  to  their 

students  in  second  through  daily  work, 

fifth  grade  participated  in  class-  San  Francisco  Unified  School 

room  spelling  bees  in  hopes  of  District  Superintendent  Carlos 

winning  the  honor  of  represent-  Garcia  encouraged  discussion 

ing  their  class  in  El  Dorado's  around  how  social  justice  can 

Second  Annual  S.F.  Chronicle  be  made  a  reality  at  school  sites 

sponsored  Spelling  Bee.  -  one  of  the  goals  of  the  new 

The  school's  Spelling  Bee,  co-  five-year  strategic  plan  called 

ordinated  by  second  grade  the  Balanced  Score  Card, 

teacher  Pha  Pha  Hamilton  and  As  a  district-wide  staff  devel- 

fourth  grade  teacher  Jessica  opment  day  staff,  along  with  a 

Chiachiaro,  was  held  on  Tues-  few  students  and  families,  gath- 

day  January  27th  at  1:05  p.m.  ered  to  view  the  presidential  in- 

in  the  school  auditorium.  auguration  on  El  Dorado's  own 

Class  spelling  bee  champions  big  screen.  About  30  people 
included  second  graders  Lajoy  from  the  community  were  wel- 
Spruell  and  IDemora  Henderson;  corned  with  a  dtrus  salad  break- 
third  graders  Ikahihifo  Paea  and  fast  treat  and  some  stayed  on 
Destinee  Singleton;  fourth  grad-  after  the  inaugural  address  to 
ers  Princess  Calda,  Olive  discuss  what  Barak  Obama's 
Tambou,  and  Collin  White;  and  words  meant  for  our  children 
fifth  graders  Anastaja  Fullbright  and  our  school, 
and  Wiruiie  Lam.  Students,  like  third  grader  Eu- 

After  several  rounds  and  lots  gene,  talked  about  wanting  op- 
of  wonderful  sportsmanship,  portunities  to  play  organized 
Winnie  Lam  spelled  coinci-  sports  and  learn  more  about, 
dence  correctly  and  emerged  as  and  on,  a  computer  Parents  ech- 
the  El  Dorado  Spelling  Bee  oed  these  sentiments  and  fur- 
champion.  Winnie  will  go  on  to  ther  added  that  they  would  like 
compete  in  the  regional  pre-  these  opporhanities  for  them- 
liminary  round  spelling  bee  in  selves  as  well. 
Febniarv.  Even  before  Obama's  speech. 
Inauguration  Day  the  EI  Dorado  staff  had  heard 
Celebration  the  call  to  take  responsibility 
^.^^  ■      .      .  Now,  EI  Dorado  Elementary 

lanuary  20,  2009  is  a  date  that  s^^ool  strives  to  answer  the 

will  go  down  in  history,  no  ^g,,  ^^e  President  of  the 
doubt.  It  IS  one  of  those  days  that  5^3^^^  Barak  Obama, 

folks  remember  and  later  talk  the  District,  the  Visitacion  Val- 

about  where  they  were,  what  ley  community,  the  families  of 

they  were  doing,  and  what  they  j^s  students,  and  the  students 

were  thmking.  themselves! 
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McLaren  f'ar^c  N^ws  and  Notes 

hy  Prtl\/  Par^hall 

MaintBnanoe  Notes 

New  tabletops  for  the  group  picnic  area  were  delivered  and 
stored  months  ago  The  Friends  of  McLaren  Park  had  volunteers 
lined  up  to  do  the  labor  or  removing  the  old  material  and 
installing  the  new,  and  the  volunteers  do  include  experienced, 
skilled  craftsmen.  However,  the  Rec  &  Parks  Dept  required  that 
one  of  their  supervisors  oversee  the  job.  The  volunteers  are 
people  with  weekday  jobs.  The  Department  declined  to  pay 
overtime  to  their  supervisor  for  weekend  installation  This 
impasse  has  finally  (we  think!)  been  resolved  with  the  news 
that  the  Carpenter  Supervisor  of  the  Structural  Maintenance 
Division  was  allowed  to  fill  a  vacant  position,  so  has  an 
additional  carpenter  and  can  start  a  crew  of  two,  and  possibly 
four  carpenters  to  start  the  job  in  the  near  future.  This  will  allow 
the  volunteers  to  participate  when  they  can,  and  the  project  can 
continue  without  them  if  necessary. 

Asphalt  walking  paths  have  seriously  deteriorated  on  the 
hillside  between  the  tennis  courts  and  McNabb  Lake.  Tree  roots 
have  caused  bulges  and  cracks  and  pose  a  hazard  lo  walkers. 
Although  there  may  be  maintenance  funds  in  the  budget,  Rec 
&  Park  says  this  is  a  capital  improvement,  not  maintenance,  and 
there  are  no  capital  funds  available.  The  Friends  will  look  into 
whether  p.ith  repair  can  be  funded  from  available  bond  money. 

Giant  Sequoias  Found 

Many  regular  park  walkers  know  volunteer  Elbert  who 
tirelessly  cuts  back  overgrown  blackberry  bushes  and  pulls  up 
choking  ivy  as  well  as  other  invasive  non-native  plants.  Hacking 
away  at  one  site,  he  was  joined  by  neighbor  Louis,  who  joined 
in  the  effort  to  not  only  bundle  the  berry  branches,  but  to  clean 
up  what  was  an  informal  camp  site.  Easy  chairs,  rugs,  blankets 
and  other  assorted  garbage  have  been  removed  with  the  help  of 
park  personnel.  Louis  trimmed  the  lower  branches  of  the 
evergreen  trees  to  improve  visibility  throughout  the  area  as  a 
deterrent  to  another  campsite  setup,  and  in  doing  so  discovered 
that  we  have  a  grove  of  giant  sequoias.  Due  to  the  location  the 
trees  will  probably  not  reach  the  heights  of  Yosemite's  famous 
groves,  nevertheless  they  are  doing  well.  McLaren  Park  thus 
has  three  varieties  of  redwoods,  the  coast  redwood,  the  giant 
sequoia,  and  the  dawn  redwood,  which  is  very  different  from 
the  former  two  because  it  is  deciduous.  It  seems  there  is  always 
something  new  to  discover  in  McLaren  Park. 

Bird  Watch 

This  is  a  good  hme  of  the  year  to  see  occasional  visitors  to  the 
park  At  McNabb  Lake  about  a  dozen  coots  are  back,  along  with 
one  male  and  four  female  mergansers  (easy  to  distinguish  by  their 
Mohawk  head  feathers),a  couple  of  buffleheads,  and,  new  this  year, 
an  American  widgeon.  If  you  are  a  birdwatcher,  take  a  walk  around 
the  lake  and  enjoy  the  sights. 

Can  Parking  and  *eeing  Be  Improved? 

Recently  ^^lends  president  Franco  Mdncini  v\  rote  to  our  district 
park  manager  James  Threat  about  three  issues.  Here  are  the 
issues  and  the  response: 

1)  The  Yosemile  marsh  restrooms  are  not  always  open.  On  a 
recent  work  day  about  30  people  were  there  lo  plant,  and  only 
the  women's  room  was  open,  a  disagreeable  situation  to  many 
It  seems  the  custodian  needs  a  reminder.  Response;  I  will  indeed 
speak  with  the  custodian  supervisor  about  this  matter, 

2)  The  amphitheater  reslroom  is  always  locked  even  though 
this  is  a  highly  frequented  destination  and  is  serviced  by  a 
drinking  fountain  for  both  people  and  dogs.  Humans  are  peeing 
in  the  bushes,  (probably  male,  bp)  Isn't  there  an  agreement  that 
all  restrooms  will  be  open  during  visiting  hours?  Response:  I 
will  direct  staff  lo  begin  opening  on  a  trial  basis,  and  if  there  is 
no  significant  vandalism  it  will  continue  to  be  open. 

3)  Mansell  tennis  courts  and  amphitheater  parking  lots  should 
be  opened  to  provide  off-street  parking  which  will  be  safer  than 
curb  parking  which  forces  people  to  exit  on  the  street  side. 
Response:  Currently  Brian  (the  park  manager)  and  I  are  working 
on  a  plan  to  address  this  problem. 

New  Ideas  and  Plans 

Burton  High  School  has  contacted  park  manager  Brian  to 
develop  an  engineering  project.  Possible  projects  might  be 
improved  waterways  and  permeable  path  development.  Brian 
will  coordinate  contacts  with  the  school  and  the  Friends, 

Announcements 

The  next  "Community  Gives  Back"  work  day  in  the  park  will  be 
Saturday,  February  7,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  McLaren  Park  will  be 
Saturday,  February  21, 10  a.m.  at  the  Louis  Sutter  roundhouse. 


Fond  Memories  of  a  Once  Venerable  Valley  Market 


Congratulations  to  Vis  WIe/sOmJoeLeland! 


hy  Rii.sst'/  Morine 

Superfair  Market,  located  at  201 
Leland  Ave.,  must  permanently  sliut 
its  doors  to  make  way  for  Visitacion 
Valley's  new  branch  library.  The 
closing  of  the  once  venerable  mar- 
ket is  met  with  mixed  emotions. 
While  some  rejoice  at  its  closing,  otli- 
ers  are  disappointed  that  the  com- 
munity will  lose  a  shopping  option. 

VVBOOM's  Program  Manger 
Nick  Wolff  sees  opportunities  in 
the  closure  "While  it's  unfortunate 
to  lose  a  convenient  neighborhood 
grocer,  you  can't  help  but  beexdted 
when  you  envision  a  brand  new, 
state  of  the  art  library  of  that  size  at 
the  comer  of  Leland  and  Rutland. 
In  the  meantime,  lets  focus  on  get- 
ting some  of  those  Supefair  regu- 
lars to  walk  east  a  few  blocks  down 
Leland  into  one  of  our  three  exist- 
ing markets:  Casa  Lopez,  La  Loma 
and  Shun  Lee." 

Superfair's  seemingly  random 
collection  of  less  then  fresh  pro- 
duce, vintage  dry  goods,  and 
cheap  liquors  sealed  its  fate  when 
the  SFPL  made  the  owners  a  tan- 
talizing offer  to  purchase  their 
property.  Had  the  store  been  a 
thriving  enterprise,  it  may  never 
have  been  sold  and  destined  for 
demolition  Irregardless  of  its 
quirky  inventory,  regular  custom- 
ers relied  on  the  store's  ease  of 
parking,  affordable  prices  and 
unique  favorites  that  would  be 
otherwise  hard  to  find  in  the 
neighborhood  (where  else  could 
you  buy  frozen  lamb  meat?). 

Originally  built  from  the  ground 
up  by  the  San  Francisco  based  Cala 
Market  chain  in  the  late  1950s,  the 
store  was  the  western  bookend  to 
Downtown  Visitacion  Valley  The 
location,  blocks  off  of  a  busy 
Bayshore  Boulevard  and  in  the  heart 
of  a  thriving  residential  neighbor- 
hood, would  never  see  such  a  large 
formal  market  today.  At  10,000 
square  feet,  the  ori^al  Cala  Mar- 
ket served  the  grocery  needs  of 
Visitacion  Valley  for  many  years. 
Sadly,  only  the  Old  Guard  (OG)  can 
recall  the  store  in  its  better  days. 

OG  Betty  Parshall  fondly  recalls 
the  market  in  its  halcyon  days.  "We 
were  happy  to  have  a  supermarket 


in  the  neighborhood  and  we  did  a  for  bid  on  January  24th  and  con- 
major  weekly  shopping  there  (be-  struction  bids  are  due  March  4th, 
tweentimesgettingbread  and  milk  The  Department  of  Public  Works 
at  Guttner's  on  Wilde  Avenue),"  will  review  the  submitted  bids  and 
She  recalls  one  memorable  inci-  must  accept  the  lowest.  By  late 
dent,  "One  day  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  Spring  /  Early  Summer  2009,  con- 
pick  up  just  a  few  items,  walked  struction  on  the  site  will  begin.  The 
down  an  aisle  and  then  remem-  new  $5.5  million  dollar,  8,700 
bered  I  had  passed  the  dog  food,  square  foot  library  will  take  18  to 
Turned  around  quickly  and  found  24  months  to  complete, 
my  nose  in  the  chest  of  a  Hell's  An-  The  Friends  of  the  San  Francisco 
gel,  I  said  excuse  me,  and  he  just  Library  will  initiate  a  fund  raising 
smiled"  campaign  to  coincide  with  a 

Based  upon  conversations  with  ground  breaking  ceremony  when 
Branch  Library  Improvement  timelinesareconfirmed, Although 
Project  (BLIP)  staff,  the  store  should  the  construction  phase  of  the 
be  officially  closed  by  the  end  of  project  is  funded  by  local  Bond 
January,  Library  facilities  staff  will  funds,  funding  for  interior  furnish- 
subsequently  survey  the  building  ing  such  as  tables,  chairs,  and  com- 
to  determine  if  all  contractual  issues  puters  must  be  raised  privately, 
have  been  met  (ail  merchandise.  Fortunately,  the  Visitacion  Valley 
shelving,  and  non  structural  fix-  History  Project  began  fundraising 
turesremoved),Next,theBLIPwill  for  just  this  purpose  nearly  two 
contract  with  a  qualified  remedi-  years  ago.  Through  the  sale  of  the 
ation  and  demolition  cxjmpany  to  one  and  only  San  Francisco  history 
demolish  the  building  and  prepare  book  to  focus  solely  on  Visitacion 
the  site  for  the  new  construction.  Valley  (Images  of  American; 
Demolition  will  likely  begin  in  Visitacion  Valley)  and  by  the  sell- 
mid-March  with  the  removal  of  all  ing  of  used  books  donated  by  the 
hazardous  materials.  The  metal  community  at  the  annual  Inland 
skin,  frame  and  supports,  and  con-  Avenue  Street  Fair,  the  VVHP  will 
Crete  foundations  will  be  recycled  be  the  first  to  contribute  to  this 
off  site.  Du  ring  the  demolition  pro-  worth  cause, 
cess,  the  site  will  be  fenced  off  and  For  more  information,  call  the 
secured.  Branch  Library  Improvement  Pro- 

The  new  Library  was  advertised  gram  (BLIP)  413-557-4354 

Saturdays  are  Special  at  Randall  Museum 

The  Randall  Museum  offers  drop-  give  to  the  one  you  love, 
in,  hands-on  art  and  science  work-    *Feb.  21 :  Delve intoshape and  color 
shops  every  Saturday  from  1  to  4  on  a  guided  painting  journey 
p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way  (off    *Feb.  28:  Cut  and  punch  precious 
Roosevelt,abovetheCastro).  Work-  papers  and  glue  and  glitter  a  daz- 
shops  are  S3  per  child;  $5  for  a  par-  zling  treasure  bag. 
ent  and  child  combo.  All  kids  un-   Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
der  8  must  be  with  a  paying  adult,  include: 

Call  554-9600  for  further  informa-  "MomingFamilyCeramicsfrom  10 
tion.  to  11:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person  work- 

'Feb.  7:  Make  a  Color  Theory  Col-  shop  fee) 

lage  as  you  combine  papers  from  *MeettheArumaisfrom]l;15a.m- 
our  abundant  and  colorful  paper  to  12  noon, 
collection.  **  Animal  Feeding  at  12  nooa 

*Feb.  1 4:  Make  a  sparkly  oneof-a-  "Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad  Qub 
kind  pop-up  Valentine'sday  card  to  F-xhibit  from  11  am  to4p.m. 


P/ease  join  us  in  congratulating  Russel  Marine  and  Pnya_Baksht  on 
their  recent  engagement.  We  wish  ttiem  a  lifetime  of  happiness.  From: 
Djuna,  Crezia,  Hung,  Katherine  and  Ti-ka. 


Affordable  Housing 
in  Visitacion  Valley 

'John  King  Senior  Commimity, 

500  Raymond  Ave.,  S.F,  CA 94134, 
(415)  239-6233  -  90  units  low-in- 
come senior  residential  housing. 
*Carter  Terrace,  530  Carter  St 
(at  Geneva),  S.F.,  CA  94134., 
(415)  584-4800  -  Accepting  ap- 
plications for  50  and  60  percent 
AMI  units  only  -  Wait  List. 
Must  submit  proof  of  income 
with  application  (i.e.  paystub. 
Social  Security  printout,  etc.), 
maximum  and  minimum  in- 
come limits  apply  (min.  is 
$27,253  and  max.  is  $84,120). 
Directly  pick  up  application  or 
have  one  mailed  to  you. 
'Heritage  Homes,  243  Rey  SL,  S.F, 
CA  94134.,  (415)  333-9956  -  Open 
Wait  List  (up  to  a  year).  Low-in- 
come family  units  at  the  S.F.  AMI 
levels.  Property  Manager  Karim 
Sultan.  Pick  up  application  Mon- 
day-Friday 9  ajn.-5  p.m. 
*Britton  Courts  Apartments, 
1250  Surmydaie  Ave,,  S.F.,  CA 
94134,  (415)  239-1977  -  Open 
Wail  List  (no  available  units  at 
the  time).  2, 3  &  4  bedrooms,  2- 
bedroom  units  at  $1 ,272/month; 
3-bedroom  is  $1,470;  4-bed- 
room  is  $1,640.  Maximum  in- 
come for  2  people  is  $45,000.  No 
felonies  or  evictions  within  the 
past  5  years.  Must  go  in  person 
to  apply  Property  Manager; 
Kieleil-DeLeon  Frazier 
'SanFrandsooHousingAuthoiity, 
440  Turk  St.  ■  studio.  1  BR,  2  BR, 
3  BR,  4  BR.  Rent  is  30  percent  of 
income,  Applications  available 
Monday-Friday  9  a.m. -4  p.m. 
Seniors,  veterans,  homeless, 
and  disabled  individuals  priori- 
tized on  wait  list.  Call  554.1200 
for  more  info. 


Visitacion  Valley  History  Profoct 

('1/  Betty  PnrMl 

There's  an  Awful  Lot  of  ****  Moving  In 

Last  month  this  column  provided  a  few  anecdotes  about  criminal 
and  hoodlum  behavior  in  the  "Valley  of  the  good  neighbor,"  which 
was  one  of  Florence  Friedman's  favorite  truisms.  For  those  of  more 
recent  residence.  Miss  Friedman  was  an  early  neighborhood  activist 
and  the  founder  of  the  Visitadon  Valley  Community  Center  She  had 
a  fine  sense  of  the  need  for  recreationaJ  and  other  social  services  and 
kept  a  strong  and  positive  attihide  to  accomplish  dvic  improvements 
here. 

In  observance  of  Black  History  month,  it  now  seems  fitting  to  recount 
a  few  stories  from  the  20th  Century  about  Valley  attih^des  and 
prejudices,  provided  by  our  oral  historians  living  at  the  time.  Perhaps 
from  these  stories  we  can  gain  a  more  objective  perspective  on  our 
neighbors  and  the  times  we  live  in  now. 

Sometime  in  the  mid- 1920s,  an  African  American  family  rented  a 
house  located  in  the  "upper  Valley."  When  publican  cock-fighting 
realtor  Beefsteak  Bill  heard  about  this,  he  went  to  the  house  and  told 
the  residents  they  had  twenty-four  hours  to  get  out  No  more  is  known 
of  the  threats  made,  but  the  family  did  leave  the  neighborhood  the 
next  day 

In  the  mid-1930s,  a  Valley  resident  (my  mother)  was  riding  the  Geneva 
Avenue  streetcar  back  to  the  Valley  when  two  Irish  ladies  sat  down 
behind  her  After  greeting  one  another,  the  conversation  went  like 
tfiis  (names  are  fictitious): 

"Haven't  seen  you  for  awhile,  Mrs.  OLeary." 

"No,  Mrs.  Ranagan,  1  don't  get  over  to  the  Valley  much  these  days. 
How  are  things  in  the  Valley?" 

(In  a  woeful  tone)  "Oh,  the  Valley's  changing.  Awful  lot  of  Italians 
moving  in." 

Fast  forward  to  1980.  Mom  met  an  old  Valley  acquaintance  (of  Italian 
descent)  and  this  conversation  ensued: 

"Oh,  Mrs.  Amott,  I  haven't  seen  you  in  the  Valley  lately" 

"Well,  we've  been  going  to  the  Safeway  at  the  beach  to  shop,  I  don't 
get  down  the  Valley  much  anymore.  How  are  things?" 

"Oh,  the  Valley's  dianging,  awful  lot  of  Filipinos  moving  in." 

In  response,  when  mom  recounted  the  story  of  the  Irish  ladies,  the 
other  lady  made  an  excuse  and  got  off  the  bus  they  were  riding, 

A  more  positive  story:  In  the  19.50s  a  white  couple  who  lived  on 
Campbell  Avenue  came  home  from  work  one  day  to  find  a  flyer  from 
a  realtor  in  the  mail  box.  "A  Negro  has  purchased  a  house  in  your 
neig^iborhood!!  Sell  now,  before  your  property  value  plummets!"  John 
and  Mary  Gimther  immediately  made  up  their  own  flyer  to  advise 
neighlx>rs  NOT  to  fall  for  this  ploy,  and  in  addition,  knocked  on  dotirs 
up  and  down  the  street  to  talk  people  out  of  taking  sudi  action.  The 
realtors'  ploy  had  worked  on  some  blocks  but  not  on  Campbell. 

It  seems  there  are  always  an  awful  lot  of  one  group  or  another 
"moving  in"  and  what  does  it  bring  us? 

A  wonderful  diversity  of  customs,  people,  and  (my  favorite)  cuisines. 

So  here's  to  the  diversity,  to  all  the  people  from  all  over  our  country 
and  the  world  who  have  settled  in  Visitadon  Valley.  May  we  all  be 
aware  that  we're  all  members  of  one  race,  the  human  one. 
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Chad  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


MERGE  TRADITIONAL  MARKETING  SKILLS 
WITH  UP-TO-DATE  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Partner  with  Justyna  "Tina"  and  Anna  for  all  your  real  estate  needs 
and  you  will  get: 

*Traditional,  warm  personal  care  with  either  Tina  or  Anna  answering 
your  phone  calls  directly  •  not  voice  mail;  not  another  representative. 
*Ansvi/er  all  your  email  inquiries  within  the  same  day. 
*Get  you  the  ansv^/ers  within  the  promised  approximate  time. 
*Provide  you  with  FREE  15-minute  consultants  by  referring  to 
appropriate  professionals  that  you  need,  such  as  contractors, 
accountants,  real  estate  attorneys,  etc. 

^Enroll  you  in  their  free  market  update  system  on  the  particular  housing 
market  of  your  interest. 
*And  more  (too  long  to  list) 

Justyna  is  a  local  resident  who  lives  in  Visitacion  Valley.  She  would 
guard  your  house  value  as  much  as  treating  it  as  her  own.  Together 
with  Anna's  updated  computerized  marketing  system,  they  can  get 
you  buyers  from  around  the  whole  v^rid. 

Justyna  speaks  fluent  Chinese  (Cantonese,  Mandarin  and  Shanghaiese). 
Anna  speaks  fluent  Indonesian. 


Anna  Gandamana 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-412-9141 

E:  anna(gannasf.com 
www.annasf.com 


Justyna  To  "Tina" 

Realtor 

Cell:  415-830-1235 

E:  justynatcKgsbcglobal.net 
www.justynato.com 


100% 
Listing 
Sold 
Rate 
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Joe  Leiand  neighborhood 

•African  American  Owned  Businesses:  F^ruary  is  Black  History 
MontK  Celebrate  the  contribution  of  African  American  by  making  a 
special  effort  to  patronize  the  following  African  American  owned 
business  in  the  community.  JOE  Leiand  Coffee  Shop  (28  Leiand), 
Candlestick  Coffee  and  Espresso  (2155  Bayshore),  The  Shop  <160A 
Leiand),  Body  Soul  Sprit  (222  Leiand),  Vema  Wallace  Accountant  (2320 
Bayshore),  Two  Jack  Seafood  &  Burgers  (167  Leiand),  La  FlueWalton 
Real  Estate  Services  (2428  Bayshore). 

*What  About  Me?:  So  that  no  one  feels  left  out,  the  Grapevine  will 
recognize  Irish  American  Month  in  March,  Asian-Pacific  American 
Heritage  Month  in  May,  National  Hispanic  Heritage  Month  and 
German  Heritage  Month  overlap  during  mid  Sept-  mid  Oct,  Italian 
Heritage  Month,  LBGT  History  Month  and  Filipino  American  History 
Month  in  October,  National  American  Indian  &  Alaska  Native  Heritage 
Month  in  November.  Mark  your  calendars  accordingly 

*PaIm  Tree  Plaza:  The  little  plaza  with  palm  trees  and  park  benches  at 
the  intersection  of  Blanken  and  Bayshore  does  not  have  an  official  name. 
Henceforth,  it  ^lall  be  call  Palm  Tree  Plaza.  This  plaza  was  created 
when  Blanken  was  realigned  as  part  of  the  T-Line  Ligjnt  Rail  project 
Palm  Tree  Plaza  is  a  nice  addition  to  the  neighborhood,  but  with 
hindsight  it  is  clear  that  it  was  poorly  designed.  Palm  Tree  Plaza  faces 
its  seating  toward  the  busy  Bayshore  intersection.  This  results  in  a  noisy 
open-ended  plaza  with  poor  si^t  lines.  Had  the  designers  flipped  the 
arcing  plaza  southward,  toward  the  main  entrance  to  the  Schlage  Lock 
building,  a  much  quieter  and  calmer  enclosed  space  would  have  been 
created 

•Avenues  and  Streets:  Whafs  the  ciifferaice  between  an  "Avenue" 
and  a  "Street?"  It  turns  out  tfiat  there  is  no  definitive  distinction  between 
the  two  (at  least  per  Google),  Characteristics  that  could  differentiate 
them  such  as  width,  length,  zoning,  traffic  volume  are  interchangeable. 
However,  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  "Avenues"  tend  to  have  a  more 
residential  in  nature  while  "Streets"  can  be  any  generic  roadway.  In 
Visitadon  Valley,  there  is  a  directional  pattern  that  helps  distinguish 
the  two  words  Although  not  1(X)  percent  adhered  to,  the  trend  is  as 
follows:  Avenues  run  East- West  and  Streets  generally  run  North-South. 
There  are  expectations,  in  Little  Hollywood  ail  streets  are  "Avenues" 
regardless  of  direction.  BTW,  there  are  three  "Drives"  in  the 
neighborhood.  Can  you  name  them? 

•Speaking  of  Streets:  New  home  sales  are  slow  to  nonexistent  at 
Signatiare  Properties'  Candlestick  Cove  development  Yes,  the  "housing 
market"  is  in  a  historic  slump,  but  here's  a  simple  explanation  as  to 
why  these  homes  are  not  selling.  Noone  wants  to  live  on  a  street  named 
"Otter  Cove,"  "Sandpiper  Cove,"  or  "Emerald  Cove  Way,"  "East  and 
West  Crystal  Cove  Terrace,"  "Pelican  Cove  Terrace,"  "Seal  Cove 
Terrace,"  "Diamond  Cove  Terrace"  or  "West  Crystal  Cove  Terrace"  At 
$6(X),000  plus,  the  prospective  home  buyers  should  not  be  ashamed  to 
send  out  house  warming  invitations  with  direction  to  streets  reminiscent 
of  a  marine  animal  sanctuary  or  a  gemstone  quarry  Signature  Properties 
take  note:  "Lois  Lane"  isa  great  street  name,  "Otter  Cove"  isn't  A  good 
name  can't  save  a  poorly  conceived  product  but  a  bad  name  can  tarnish 
an  otherwise  well  executed  one. 

*Go  Niners!:  First  the  stucco  came  off  and  then  the  scaffolding  went 
up.  Weeks  later  the  new  facade  of  Forty  Niner  Qeaners  (51  Leiand 
Ave.)  is  revealed.  The  amazing  fece  lift  is  crisp  and  dean,  just  like  your 
freshly  dry  deaned  dothing.  Another  Leiand  Ave  property  owner  and 
merchant  making  the  investinent  to  help  the  street  and  nei^borhood 
look  better.  Be  sure  to  stop  by  and  thank  the  owmers  when  you  drop  off 
you  your  dry  deaning.  We  v/ill  miss  the  remains  of  the  old  "Jay  Vee" 
signage,  but  all  things  must  change  with  the  times. 


Real  Options  for  City  Kids  Give  Back  [  Book  Review  1 


by  Sarah  Schwartz  ROCK  Idds  were  hard  at  work  peel- 

Elemetitan/  Program  Director  ing  bananas,  collecting  money  and 

This  past  December,  partici-  passingoutdebdousfinuitsmoothies. 
pants  of  the  ROCK  After  School  I  was  impressed  by  the  support  for 
Program  at  EI  Dorado  Elementary  thiscause  within  the  El  Doradocom- 
School  decided  to  give  back  by  munity;students,teacher5and other 
holding  a  fundraiser  to  benefit  school  faculty  were  incredibly  gen- 
Heifer  International,  erousandwesddsmoothiesuntilour 

Heifer  International  is  an  orga-  supplies  ran  out  both  days, 

nization  that  works  to  end  world  At  the  end  of  the  second  day,  we 

hnger  by  providing  a  sustainable  pooled  all  the  money  we  had  raised 

source  of  food  and  income  to  fami-  and  counted  it  together  The  kids 

lies  around  the  world.  People  can  wereexdted  to  find  that  we  had  far 

donate  money  to  purchase  animals  surpassed  our  initial  goal  of  $20. 

suchascow5,pigsandchickensfor  Induding  a  generous  donation 

families  in  need.  made  by  the  Castenada  family,  the 

Through  learning  about  Heifer,  tfie  ROCK  kids  raised  a  total  of  $1 34.54 

ROCK  kids  were  able  to  discuss  and  on  behalf  of  Heifer  International, 

understand  the  difference  between  While  this  amount  was  much  larger 

gjvingafamilyone  meal  to  feed  them  thanneededtopurchasechicks,the 

forthat  night  versus  givinga  family  a  kids  voted  to  put  the  funds  towards 

continual  source  of  food  and  money  helping  several  families  with  the  gift 

to  sustain  them  in  the  long  run.  of  one  flock  of  chicks  as  opposed  to 

The  kids  were  very  inspired  by  this  helping  only  one  family  with  a 
idea  and  chose  to  raise  money  to  larger  animal 
provideoneflockofchicksforafam-  Needless  to  say,  I  am  incredibly 
ily  in  need.  They  understood  that  proud  of  the  group  of  kids  who  so 
while  a  bucket  of  Popeye's  chicken  eagerly  invested  themselves  in  the 
would  feed  his  family  temporarily,  cause  of  ending  worid  hunger  and 
an  entire  flock  of  chicks  could  be  helping  those  less  fortunate  than 
purchased  for  the  same  cost  and  themselves.  The  experience  as  a 
would  provide  a  continual  souroeof  whole  was  very  unifying  for  the  pro- 
eggs  and  eventually  meat.  gram  and  I  know  that  each  and  ev- 

The  children  brainstormed  fund-  ery  one  of  ROCK  partidpants  felt 

raising  ideasand  in  light  of  the  cook-  great  about  the  change  they  had  cre^ 


ing  unit  they  had  been  working  on 
during  the  year,  they  dedded  that  a 
smoothie  sale  would  be  the  best  bet 
The  goal  was  to  raise  $20  to  purchase 
on  flock  of  chicks  by  selling 
smoothies  for  50  cents  a  piece. 

In  the  weeks  leading  up  to  the  sale, 
the  ROCK  kids  worked  hard  to  ad- 
vertise the  fundraiser  to  end  world 
hunger  by  creatingcolorful  signs  and 
spreading  the  word  in  their  classes 
Once  the  redpe  was  perfected,  we 
were  ready  to  sell. 

The  smoothie  sale  took  place  for 
two  separate  days  during  the  stij- 
dCTits'  lunch  period  in  the  school  caf- 
eteria. The  turnout  was  great  and  the 

The  Wall  of  Doors 
On  San  Bruno  Avenue 

Good  neighbor  Mark  recently  re- 
lated the  story  of  workers  who 
stripped  the  sicling  off  an  old  build- 
ing on  the  3900  block  of  San  Bruno 
Avenue  to  find  the  wall  had  been 
entirely  construded  of  old  doors  in 
various  sizes.  Needless  to  say,  the 
wall  was  truly  a  portal  to  the  past 


ated  in  the  world  that  day. 

For  more  information  about 
ROCK,  please  visit  our  website  at 
vvw.rocksf.org  or  call  415-333-4001 


[Cooking  Comer 


U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  Report  on  Part  Time  Workers 


Blueberry  French  Toast 

I  package  {3  ounces)  cream  cheese, 
softened;  V/i  tablespoons  confection- 
ers' sugar;  1  package  (about  12 
ounces)  frozen  French  toast  (6  slices); 
V*  cup  fresh  blueberries. 

In  bowl,  stir  together  cream 
cheese  and  confectioners'  sugar. 
[Teat  French  toast  as  package  di- 
rects. Spread  cream  cheese  mixture 
on  French  toast  slices.  Spoon  blue- 
berries over  cream  cheese  on  3 
slices;  cover  with  remairung  slices. 

To  serve:  Place  sand  wiches  on  plates; 
cut  diagonally  Garnish  with  addi- 
tional blueberries  and  confection- 
ers' sugar.  Yield:  3  servings.  mk 

Crossword  Puzzle  Solution 
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The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis- 
tics (BLS)  Issues  in  Labor  Statis- 
tics explores  involuntary  or  un- 
deremployed part-time  workers. 
It  provides  insight  into  labor  mar- 
ket developments  and  gives  a 
wide  range  of  data  on  workers 
employed  only  part  time  for  eco- 
nomic reasons  in  both  current  and 
historical  terms. 


Key  characteristics  concerning  and  older, 

part-time  workers:  *Increases  in  involuntary  part 

*In  November,  7.3  million  work-  time  workers  were  concentrated 

ers  were  emploved  part  time  for  in  the  retail  trade,  food  service  and 

economic  reasons,  up  from  a  re-  construction  industries, 

cent  low  of  3.9  million  in  April  *Increases  in  involuntary  part 

2006.  time  workers  is  leading  indidor 

*84  percent  of  the  increase  in  in-  of  economic  decline  asemployers 

voluntary  part-time  employment  tend  to  reduce  worker's  hours  be- 

occurred  among  workers  aged  25  fore  implementing  layoffs. 
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Church 
of  the 
Visitadon 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Centmy  in  VisUadon  Valley 


Dally  Masses 
(Mon-Fri)  7  a.m.  &  5:30  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 
7:30  a.m.  &  5  p.m. 


Sunday     Masses         Ou^  Lady  of  Visitadon  Sdiool 

8    &  9:30  am.  (11  a.m.  Grades  K-8 

Spanish)    12:30   &   5   p.m.  239-7840 

Religious    Education:    Grades    K-8    {Saturday   only)  239-6723 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

'  655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  239-5950 

Rev.  Rafael  de  Avila  y  Romero,  Administrator  Pro  Tem 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233        Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLEMENTAL  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  SITE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


Stopping  Arguments 

Though  there  is  much  anec- 
dotal discussion,  watercooler 
gossip  and  internet  chatter  about 
passive-aggressive  behavior, 
there  is  very  little  published  on 
the  topic. 

Vie  Angry  Smile:  Vie  Psychology 
of  Passive  Aggressive  Behavior  in 
Families,  Schools  and  Workplaces, 
Second  Edition  by  by  Dr,  Nicholas 
James  Long  (Pro-Ed,  $23.85)  fills 
a  void  in  the  published  psychol- 
ogy of  passive  aggressive  t?ehav- 
ior,  using  real-world  examples 
and  practical  strategies  to  which 
audiences  can  easily  relate. 

The  Angry  Smile  comprehen- 
sively examines  passive-aggres- 
sive behavior  in  children,  adoles- 
cents, and  adults  within  families, 
school  settings,  and  the  work- 
place. This  revised  and  enhanced 
update  to  the  text  first  published 
in2(X)l  widely  broadens  its  origi- 
nal scope  from  just  children  and 
teachers  to  passive-aggressive  in- 
teractions across  the  lifespan. 
Brand  new  chapters  on  passive 
aggressive  behavior  in  marriage, 
extended  family,  and  the  work- 
place open  The  Angry  Smile  lo 
husbands  and  wives,  fathers  and 
sons,  mothers-in-law  and  anyone 
daring  to  face  them,  as  well  as 
Human  Resources  managers,  su- 
pervisors, employees,  and  gen- 
eral audiences  everywhere! 

What  makes  The  Angry  Smile 
so  valuable  is  the  roadmap  it  pro- 
vides for  not  only  understandmg 
the  nahjre  of  passive-aggressive 
behavior,  but  for  effectively  con- 
fronting it,  Part  1  of  the  book. 
What  is  Passive  Aggression?  ex- 
plores the  historical  roots  of  the 
term  as  well  as  related  anger- 
management  styles  such  as  ag- 
gression, assertiveness,  and  pas- 
sivity. It  describes  specific  devel- 
opmental pathways  to  passive 
aggressive  behaviors  as  well  as 
the  reasons  why  f>eople  use  pas- 
sive aggressive  behavior  in  a  va- 
riety of  situahons  and  contexts. 
The  highlight  of  this  section  is  the 
classification  of  passive  aggres- 
sive behavior  into  five  distinct 
(and  increasingly  pathological) 
levels. 

Part  2,  Identifying  Passive  Ag- 
gressive Behaviors  examines  pas- 
sive aggression  in  the  home, 
school,  marriage  and  extended 
family,  and  in  the  workplace  at 
each  distinct  level  Each  chapter 
features  relatable,  real-world  ex- 
amples of  passive  aggressive  be- 
havior among  children,  adoles- 
cents, and  adults. 

Part  3,  Changing  Passive  Ag- 
gressive Behavior  introduces  the 
new  psychology  of  passive  ag- 
gression, explaining  such  con- 
cepts as  counter- passive  aggres- 
sion and  the  Passive  Aggressive 
Conflict  Cycle.  This  section  also 
defines  eight  specific  skills  for  re- 
sppnding  to  passive  aggressive 
behavior,  with  an  emphasis  on 
self-awareness  and  self-manage- 
ment. 

The  final  chapter  of  the  book 
outlines  the  powerful  skills  of  Be- 
nign Confrontation  —  a  how-to 
feature  that  busy  professionals 
and  weary  recipients  of  the  pas- 
sive aggressor's  sugarcoated  hos- 
tility will  not  want  to  miss!  This 
six-step  process  put  the  complex 
skills  of  managing  passive  ag- 
gressive behavior  into  easy-to- 
read,  easy-to-relate  to  terms  that 
teachers,  parents,  adult  children, 
spouses,  family  members,  bosses, 
employees,  co-workers,  and  pro- 
fessionals everywhere  can  use. 

The  six-step  process  of  Benign 
Confrontation  (recognize  the  pat- 
terns, refuse  to  engage,  affirm  the 
anger,  manage  the  denial,  revisit 
the  thought,  identify  areas  of 
competence)  equips  readers  to 
unmask  the  hidden  anger  of  a 
passive-aggressive  person, 
change  the  destructive  nature  of 
this  behavioral  pattern,  and 
strengthen  the  relationship  in  the 
long-term. 


What  About  Rising  Seas? 

Dejr  harthTalk.  Willi  .ill  tlu-  talk 
of  rising  seas,  what  could  happen 
to  the  rivers  that  flow  into  the 
oceans?  Wilt  they  reverse  flow? 
Will  rising  seas  back  up  into  fresh 
water  takes?  And  what  happens 
to  our  groundwater  should  salt- 
water flow  backwards  into  it?  - 
Sandy  Smith,  concerned  Michi- 
gander 

The  intrusion  of  saltwater  from 
the  sea  into  rivers  and  groundwa- 
ter is  a  serious  issue,  but  the  threat 
is  not  from  a  reversal  of  flow,  and 
our  far  inland  lakes  and  rivers  are 
not  expected  to  be  directly  af- 
fected by  the  salty  water  of  our 
oceans.  However,  the  sensitive 
areas  around  the  edges  of  our  con- 
tinents, where  fresh  water  meets 
salt  water,  are  at  risk,  and  greater 
efforts  must  be  taken  to  protect 
them.  Some  40  percent  of  world 
population  lives  less  than  40  miles 
(60  kilometers)  from  the  shoreline. 

According  to  the  Intergovern- 
mental Panel  on  Climate  Change 
(IPCC),  global  average  sea  levels 
should  rise  eight  to  34  inches  by 
the  year  2100,  a  much  faster  pace 
than  the  four  to  10  inch  increase 
of  the  past  century.  Seas  rise  be- 
cause of  higher  global  tempera- 
tures, melting  mountain  glaciers 
and  polar  ioe  caps,  and  other  fac- 
tors. Higher  temperatures  also 
cause  thermal  expansion  of  ocean 
water,  intensifying  the  problem. 

Rising  sea  levels  cause  major 
problems  as  they  erode  and  flood 
coastlines  and,  yes,  as  they  mix  salt 
water  with  fresh.  A  November 
2007  article  in  SctenceDaily  pos- 
ited that  coastal  communities 
could  face  significant  losses  in 
fresh  water  supplies  as  saltwater 
intrudes  inland.  And  whereas  It 
had  been  previously  assumed  that 
salty  water  could  only  intrude  un- 
derground as  far  as  it  did  above 
ground,  new  studies  show  that  in 
some  cases  salt  water  can  go  50 
percent  further  inland  under- 
ground than  itdoes  above  ground. 

Salty  water  invading  groundwa- 
ter can  reach  not  only  residential 
water  supplies  but  intakes  for  ag- 
ricultural irrigation  and  industrial 
uses,  as  well.  Economic  effects  in- 
clude loss  of  coastal  fisheries  and 
other  industries,  coastal  protec- 
tion costs,  and  the  loss  of  once- 
valuable  coastal  property  as 
people  move  inland. 

Estuaries  at  the  mouths  of  riv- 
ers have  in  the  past  handled  ris- 
ing ocean  levels.  Sediment  that  ac- 
cumulates along  the  edge  of  an  es- 
tuary can  raise  iJhe  level  of  the  land 
as  the  sea  levels  rise.  And  man- 
grove swamps,  which  buffer 
many  a  coastal  zone  around  the 
world,  flourish  in  brackish  condi- 
tions. But  because  of  our  prefer- 
ence for  living  in  coastal  areas,  and 
our  habit  of  re-engineering  our 
surroundings  accordingly,  hu- 
mans make  matters  worse  by  pre- 
venting natural  processes  from 
managing  the  change.  On  the 
coast,  we  buUd  roads  and  build- 
ings, and  replace  natural  buffers 
like  mangrove  swamps  with  dikes 
and  bulkheads  to  control  flood 
ing,  which  make  the  problem 
worse  by  preventing  beach  sedi- 
ment from  collecting.  And  as  we 
dam  rivers  and  create  reservoirs, 
we  trap  the  sediment  that  would 
naturally  flow  down  to  the  sea. 

In  some  places,  changes  are  hap- 
pening. Governments  are  begin- 
ning to  restrict  or  prohibit  build- 
ing in  setback  zones  along  the 
coast  where  risk  of  erosion  is  the 
greatest.  A  newer  policy  of  "roll- 
ing easements"  is  also  being  tried, 
where  developers  are  allowed  to 
build  in  restricted  zones  but  will 
be  required  to  remove  the  struc- 
tures if  and  when  they  become 
threatened  by  erosion.  The  IPCC 
recommends  more  drastic  actions, 
such  as  creating  more  marshes 
and  wetlands  as  buffers  against 
the  rising  level  of  the  sea,  and  mi- 
grating populations  and  industry 


away  from  coastlines  altogether. 

Dear  EarthTalk:  Is  it  better  to 
drive  an  older,  well-maintained 
car  that  gets  about  25  miles  per 
gallon,  or  to  biiy  a  new  car  thai 
gets  about  35  miles  f>er  gallon?  - 
Edward  Peabody,  via  e-mail 

It  definitely  makes  more  sense 
from  a  green  perspective  to  keep 
your  old  car  rurming  and  well- 
maintained  as  long  as  you  can  - 
especially  if  it's  getting  such  good 
mileage.  There  are  significant  en- 
vironmental costs  to  both  manu- 
facturing a  new  automobile  and 
adding  your  old  car  to  the  ever- 
growing collective  junk  heap. 

A  2004  analysis  by  Toyota  found 
that  as  much  as  28  percent  of  the 
carbon  dioxide  emissions  gener- 
ated during  the  lifecycle  of  a  typi- 
cal gasoline-powered  car  can  oc- 
cur during  its  manufacture  and  its 
transportation  to  the  dealer;  the 
remaining  emissions  occur  dur- 
ing driving  once  its  new  owner 
takes  possession.  An  earlier  study 
by  Seikei  University  in  Japan  put 
the  pre-purchase  number  at  12 
percent. 

Regardless  of  which  conclusion 
is  closer  to  the  truth,  your  current 
car  has  already  passed  its  manu- 
facture and  transport  stage,  so  go- 
ing forward  the  relevant  compari- 
son has  only  to  do  v/ith  its  remain- 
ing footprint  against  that  of  a  new 
car's  manufacture/tremsport  and 
driver's  footprint —not  to  mention 
the  environmental  impact  of  ei- 
ther disposing  of  your  old  car  or 
selling  it  to  a  new  owner  who  will 


continue  to  drive  it.  There  are  en-  If  you  want  to  assess  your  current  viaTAaoNVALi£YGRAPEVM-FEBRUARY2(»9-7 
vironmental  impacts,  too,  even  if  car'sfueleffidaicyoremissions,lfiere  gies.  The  program  uses  numerous 
yourold  car  is  junked,  dismantled  are  many  services  available  online,  variables  to  make  its  calculations 
and  sold  for  parts.  The  government  website  Fue  on-the-go  as  you  drive,  including 
And  don't  forget  that  the  new  lEconomy.gov  provides  fuel  effl-  weather  conditions,  cost  of  fuel, 
hybrids  —  despite  lower  emis-  dency  stats  for  hundreds  of  different  vehicle  weight,  and  more, 
sions  and  better  gas  mileage  —  vehidesdatingbacktol985. Websites  If  you  simply  must  change 
actually  have  a  much  larger  envi-  TrackYourGasMileage.com  and  your  vehicle,  be  it  for  fuel  effi- 
rorimental  impact  in  their  manu-  MPGTune.com  can  help  you  track  ciency  or  any  other  reason,  one 
facture,  compared  to  non-hybrids,  your  mileage  and  provide  ongo-  option  Is  to  simply  buy  a  used 
The  batteries  that  store  energy  for  ing  tips  to  improve  fuel  effidency  car  that  gets  better  gas  mileage 
thedrive  train  are  no  friend  to  the  foryourspedfic  make  and  model  than  your  existing  one.  There's 
environment  —  and  having  two  vehide,  MyMileMarker.com  takes  much  to  be  said,  from  many  en- 
engines  under  one  hood  increases  it  a  step  further,  making  projec-  vironmental  vantage  points, 
manufacturing  emissions.  And  tions  about  annual  mileage,  fuel  about  postponing  replacement 
all-electric  vehicles  are  only  emis-  costs  and  fuel  effidency  based  on  purchases  —  of  anything,  not  just 
sion-free  if  the  outlet  providing  your  driving  habits.  If  you  have  cars  — to  keep  what's  already 
the  juice  is  cormected  to  a  renew-  an  iPhone,  you  can  keep  track  of  made  out  of  the  waste  stream 
able  energy  source,  not  a  coal-  your  car's  carbon  footprint  with  and  to  delay  the  additional  en- 
buming  power  plant,  as  is  more  the  new  "Greenmeter  App"  from  vironmental  costs  of  making 
likely.  Hunter  Research  and  Technolo-  something  new. 

Nation's  First  Green  Rental  Car  Program  Launching  at  SFO 


San  Frandsco  International  Air- 
port (SFO)  is  launching  the  nation's 
first  Green  Rental  Car  program  that 
rewards  customers  for  renting 
"green"  alternative-fueled  vehides 
and  rental  car  companies  for  in- 
creasing rentals  of  high  mileage 
and  alternative-fuel  vehides.  The 
innovative  incentive  program  is  ex- 
pected to  elimina  te  more  than  4,000 
tons  of  C02  emissions  each  year 

"San  Frandsco  is  a  leader  in  de- 
veloping creative,  sustainable  pro- 
grams that  benefit  the  environ- 
moit,"  said  MayorGavin  Newsom. 
"The  Green  Rental  Car  program  is 
an  innovative,  market-based  incen- 
tive program  that  will  produce  very 
tangible  results  in  a  short  period  of 


time.  The  benefits  of  this  program 
extend  far  and  wide  -  travelers, 
rental  car  agencies  and  the  envi- 
ronment all  gain  through  this 
program." 

Customers  who  rent  hybrid  cars 
that  achieve  an  EPA  rating  of  18 
or  higher  will  receive  a  $15  dis- 
count at  the  counter.  Cars  in  this 
category  indude  the  Honda  Civic 
Hybrid,  Nissan  Altima  Hybrid  or 
Toyota  Prius. 

Likewise,  eiirport  rental  car  com- 
panies will  qualify  for  a  20  percent 
reduction  of  their  airport  rent  fees 
if  they  achieve  a  goal  of  increas- 
ing the  percentage  of  their  overall 
transactions  to  1 5  percent  for  rent- 
als of  hybrid  cars  or  high  mileage 


vehicles  -  those  with  an  EPA  rat- 
ing of  17  or  higher  Cars  in  this 
category  include  the  Toyota 
Camry,  Honda  Accord  and  Ford 
Focus,  as  well  as  the  hybrid  cars. 
By  offering  these  incentives  to 
customers  and  rental  car  compa- 
nies, SFO  hopes  to  increase  the 
total  number  of  high  mileage  and 
hybrid  cars  in  the  rental  fleet  to 
more  than  15  percent. 

"The  Green  Rental  Car  program 
is  the  first  of  several  green  initia- 
tives the  airport  is  rolling  out  in 
2009,"  said  John  L.  Martin,  Direc- 
tor of  San  Frandsco  International 
Airport.  "We're  committed  to  mak- 
ing SFO  the  sustainable  airport  of 
dioice  for  California  travelers." 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

•On  Dec.  25  at  5  p.m.  on  the  200 
block  of  Hahn  Street,  officers  heard 
shots  fired  and  saw  a  teenager  that 
they  knew  running  from  them. 
They  found  a  46  year-old 
Sunnydale  man  with  gunshot 
wounds.  A  surveillance  was  held  at 
the  susf)ecfs  home  and  he  was  ar- 
rested at  his  door  about  two  hours 
later. 

•On  Dec.  26 at  1 2:30  a.m.  on  the 200 
block  of  Teddy  Avenue,  a  31  year- 
old  Visitacion  Valley  woman  was 
robbed  of  her  purse  at  her  doorway 
The  robber  wasdescribed  as  a  black 
male  in  his  early  20s,  wearing  dark 
clothing.  At  3:30  a  jn,  at  Mansell  and 
Brussels  streets,  an  officer  investi- 
gated a  collision  wherein  a  25  year- 
old  Antioch  man  drove  on  the  side- 
walk and  injured  himself  and  his 
passenger  while  colliding  with  a 
building  and  a  tree.  The  driver  held 
many  bags  of  cocaine,  too.  He  was 
charged  with  felony  DUl  and  pos- 
session of  narcotics  for  sale. 

•On  Dec  28  at  4.58  a.m.  on  the  200 
block  of  Gottengin  Street,  an  officer 
s|X)ke  with  a  victim  who  stated  that 
he  was  outside  moving  his  car, 
when  two  suspects  approached 
him  from  behind,  pointed  a  gun  to 
his  head  and  demanded  money. 
The  victim  yelled  to  his  wife  to  give 
the  suspects  money  The  wife  ran 
around  the  house  gathering  money 
and  managed  to  call  for  police.  The 
suspects  took  the  money  and  fled 
the  area.  Officers  were  unable  to  lo- 
cate the  suspects.  No  one  was  in- 
jured during  the  incident.  At  7  p.m. 
on  the  first  block  of  Raymond  Av- 
enue, a  19  year-old  Visitacion  Val- 
ley man  was  thrown  to  the  ground 
and  robbed  of  his  money  by  a  black 
male  in  his  early  30s. 

•On  Dec.  29at  8:30  p.m.  on  the  first 
block  of  Schwerin  Street,  a  30  year- 
old  Visitacion  Valley  woman  fought 
off  her  attacker  and  retained  her 
purse.  The  robber  had  tried  to  pull 
it  from  her.  He  was  described  as  a 
black  male,  I4-16yearsold,  5'8"tali, 
130  pounds,  nvearing  a  grey 
sweatshirt  and  blue  jeans. 

•On  Dec.  31  at  3:50  p.m.  on  the  1 700 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  offic- 
ers responded  on  a  call  of  shots  fired 
and  founda2I  year-old  Outer  Mis- 
sion District  man  down  with  a  gun 
shot  wound  to  his  head.  A  police 
sergeant  from  the  Gang  Task  Force 
took  over  the  case. 

•On  Jan.  2  at  6:45  p.m.  on  the  1800 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue  a  po- 
lice sergeant  and  posse  found  a  27 
year-old  Sunnydale  man  who  had 
trashed  his  family's  home  and 
threatened  family  members  with  a 
large  knife.  The  man  refused  to 
drop  the  knife  and  lunged  at  offic- 
ers with  the  blade  The  man 

(Grapevine  Classified) 
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dropped  the  knife  after  being  hit 
with  four  beanbag  rounds  fired 
from  a  police  shotgun.  He  was 
taken  to  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  for  psychiatric  evaluation, 
*On  Jan.  3  at  12:30  a.m.  on  the  600 
block  of  Velasco  Avenue,  a  44  year- 
old  Visitacion  Valley  woman  was 
robbed  of  her  coat  and  cash  by  two 
armed  robbers  described  as  black 
males  in  their  early  twenties.  Botli 
men  were  wearing  black  clothing. 
At  5:49  a.m.  on  the  200  block  of 
Tocoloma  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  regarding  a  per- 
son breaking  into  a  car,  and  located 
the  suspect.  A  witness  told  officers 
that  he  heard  a  loud  noise,  saw  the 
suspect  inside  the  car,  and  caDed 
the  police.  Officers  also  discovered 
a  warrant  for  the  suspects  arrest  for 
the  same  crime. 

•On  Jan.  4  at  6:30  p.m.  on  the 2000 
block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  dispatched  to  a  call  re- 
garding a  robbery  at  a  restaurant. 
Officers  met  with  a  victim  who  had 
two  cuts  on  the  bridge  of  his  nose. 
The  victim  told  officers  that  three 
suspects  surrounded  him,  reached 
for  his  iPhone,  punched  him  in  the 
nose,  broke  his  glasses  and  caused 
him  to  fall  to  the  ground.  While  the 
victim  was  on  the  ground,  £ill  three 
suspects  kicked  hirn  in  the  ribs  and 
back  numerous  times.  Bystanders 
from  the  restaurant  ran  out  and 
chased  the  suspects  away.  The  vic- 
tim was  treated  by  medics  on  scene. 
A  firefighter  recovered  the  victims' 
belongings,  which  were  dropped 
by  one  of  the  suspects. 

•On  Jan.  5  at  12:32  p.m.  at  the  cor- 
ner of  San  Bruno  Avenue  and 
Dwight  Street,  several  Bayview  of- 
ficers investigating  an  incident  in  a 
residence  near  San  Bruno  Avenue 
heard  a  loud  aash  and  ran  outside. 
They  saw  a  car  speeding  away 
from  a  collision.  A  description  was 
radioed  to  officers  in  the  field,  and 
officers  began  searching  for  the 
suspect  vehicle.  Ab  officer  located 
the  vehicle  and  followed  it,  inform- 
ing all  other  uruts  of  its  location. 
The  suspect  sped  away  from  the 
officer  and  crashed  again,  into  car 
on  San  Bruno  Ave.  The  crash 
caused  the  suspects' car  to  flipover 
on  its  side.  The  suspect  driver 
crawled  out  of  thecar  window  and 
ran  down  the  street  but  was  taken 
into  custody  a  short  time  later  Two 
officers  sustained  minor  injuries 
during  the  foot  pursuit.  At  7:56 
p.m.  on  the  200  block  of  Blythdale 
Avenue,  sn  officer  investigated  a 
Domestic  Violence  incident  and 
arrested  a  43  year-old  Suruiydale 
man  for  felony  battery. 

*On  Jan,  7 at  1 1:50a.m.  on  the  500 
block  of  Carter  Street,  a  car's  owner 
reported  that  his  roommate  took 
his  car  without  permission.  The  car 
was  reported  stolen.  A  neighbor 
later  reported  that  the  stolen  car 
had  been  used  in  a  hit  and  run  traf- 
fic collision  10  hours  earlier  on  the 


same  block. 

•On  Jan.  8  at  2:40  a.m.  on  the200 
block  of  Rey  Street,  an  officer  inves- 
tigated a  Domestic  Violence  incident 
and  named  a  59  year-old  Sunnydale 
man  asa  suspect.  At  8:15  a.m.  on  the 
first  block  of  Teddy  Avenue,  a  bur- 
glary occurred  sometime  during 
December  2008.  A  realtor  reported 
that  sus-pects  entered  by  breaking 
throu^  back  door.  Kitchen  cabinets, 
a  stove,  abath  tub,  and  a  sink  were 
taken.  At  4:15  p.m.  at  Bayshore  Bou- 
levard and  Arleta  Avenue,  a 
Visitacion  Valley  teenager  reported 
that  a  robber  hit  him  in  the  head  and 
took  his  portable  Playstation  as  they 
rode  a  Muni  bus  together.  The  rob- 
ber was  described  as  an  Asian  male, 
5'7'  tall,  1 20  pounds,  wearing  a  black 
sweater  and  black  jeans. 

•On Jan.  10  at2:30a.m.onthel700 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  of- 
ficer investigated  a  fight  between 
two  women  and  named  a  25  year- 
old  Surinydale  resident  as  a  suspect 
in  a  felony  assault  case.  At  5:05  p.m. 
at  Kellocn  and  Velasco  avenues,  a 
police  sergeant  saw  a  car  fleeing  the 
scene  of  a  report  of  shots  being  fired. 
The  car  was  found  abandoned  on 
the  first  block  of  Blythdale  Avenue. 
The  sergeant  ordered  a  surveillance 
and  plain  clothes  officers  arrested 
the  car's  owner  about  an  houi  later 
after  a  foot  chase.  The  owner,  a  24 
year-old  Vallejo  resident,  was  dted 
for  interfering  wi  th  an  investigation , 
No  one  was  hurt  in  the  shooting  and 
no  gim  was  found.  At  9:55  p.m.  on 
thel  800  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue, 
an  officer  investigated  a  Domestic 
Violence  incident  and  named  a  44 
year-old  Bayview  District  man  as  a 
suspect  in  a  felony  battery  case.  At 
1 1:15  p.m.  on  the  3300  block  of  San 
Bruno  Avenue,  a  25  year-old 
Visitacion  Valley  woman  was 
tJuown  into  a  fence  and  restrained 
by  a  robber  who  took  her  money 
The  robberwas  described  as  a  black 
male  in  his  late  teens,  6'1"  tall,  170 
pounds,  wearing  a  black  sweatshirt 
with  orange  designs. 

•On  Jan.  11  at  4  p.m.  on  the  300 
block  of  Sawyer  Street,  officers 
stopped  a  motorist  for  an  equipment 
violation  and  conducted  a  probation 
search  of  the  20  year-old  Sunnydale 
man's  car.  They  arrested  him  for 
possessing  the  bag  of  cocaine  found 
in  the  vehicle.  At  7:25  p.m.  on  the 
900  block  of  Rutland  Street,  a  20 
year-old  Visitadon  Valley  man  was 
forced  into  a  doorway  and  beaten 
about  the  head  by  two  robbers  who 
took  his  money.  The  robbers  were 
described  as  Latin  males  in  their  late 
teens  wearing  black  dothing. 

*OnJan.  15at2:40"p.m.  on  the  1500 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers 
stopped  a  motorist  for  impeding  the 
flow  of  traffic.  A  passenger  in  the  car 
fled  the  scene  v^rith  a  gun  in  his  hand. 
An  officer  gave  chase  and  saw  the 
passenger,  a  16  year-old  Sunnydale 
male,  throw  the  gun  to  the  roof  of  a 
building.  The  officer  recovered  the 


gun,  a  loaded  pistol,  and  other  of- 
ficers arrested  the  teeiagpr.  Another 
officer  arrested  the  driver,  a  21  year- 
old  Sunnydale  man,  for  allowing 
his  passenger  to  have  the  gun. 

•On  Jan.  17  at  12  midnight  on  the 
1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  an 
officer  investigated  a  Domestic  Vio- 
lence inddent  and  named  a  22  year- 
old  Sunnydale  man  as  a  suspect  in 
a  felony  battery  case.  At  1 1 :25  p.m 
on  the  100  block  of  Brookdale  Av- 
enue, three  men  confronted  another 
man  in  front  of  the  victim's  mother's 
house.  The  trio  forced  the  victim 
into  the  home  and  brandished  a 
gun.  The  robbers  took  valuables 
from  the  home  and  fled.  They  were 
described  as  black  males  in  their 
early  20s,  all  were  wearing  black 
hood  sweatshirts  and  black  jeans. 

•On  Jan.  1 8  at  2:05  a.m.  on  Canizal 
Street,  a  man  tending  to  his  over- 
heated car  was  approached  by  two 
other  men.  One  of  the  pair  pro- 
duced a  gun  and  robbed  the  victim 
of  his  belongings.  The  robbers  fled 
on  foot;  they  were  described  as 
black  males  in  their  early  20s,  wear- 
ing black  hooded  sweatshirts  and 
bandanas  over  their  faces. 

•OnJan.l9at  1:50p.m.  on  the  1500 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  offic- 
ers saw  a  man  exit  a  car,  produce  a 
gun,  and  fire  shots.  The  man 
pwinted  the  gun  at  the  officers  when 
he  saw  them.  Help  was  summoned 
and  a  foot  chase  ensued,  The  sus- 
pect, a  19  year-old  Sunnydale  man, 
was  arrested  in  a  nearby  home.  The 
driver  of  the  car  fled  in  the  vehide. 
No  one  was  injured  in  the  shooting. 
A  police  sergeant  of  the  Gang  Task 
Force  look  over  the  investigation. 

•On  Jan.  20  at  8:15  p.m.  on  the  100 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an  of- 
ficer investigated  a  Domestic  Vio- 
lence inddent  and  named  a  33  year- 
old  San  Frandsco  man  as  a  suspect 
in  a  felony  battery  case. 

•On  Jan.  21  at  9:45  a.m.  on  the 
1800  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue, 
an  officer  investigated  a  family 
fight  and  arrested  an  18  year-old 
Sunnydale  woman  for  threaterung 
her  brother  with  an  iron  and  a 
knife.  At  11:15  p.m.  on  the  200 
block  of  Girard  Street,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  regarding  a  bur- 
glary. Officers  met  with  a  reportee, 
who  stated  that  a  storage  locker, 
used  by  a  store,  was  broken  into 
and  wooden  shelves  were  taken. 
No  suspects  were  located. 

•On  Jan.  22  at  2  p.m.on  the  2400 
block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  an  of- 
ficer from  the  San  Bruno  foot  pa- 
trol responded  to  the  Bank  of 
America  on  a  robbery  in  progress 
call  with  numerous  other  Bayview 
officers.  When  the  officer  arrived, 
the  susped  was  gone.  The  Robbery 
Detail  responded  and  took  over  the 
investigation.  At  3  p.m.  at  Argonaut 
and  Burr  avenues,  officers  stopped 
a  man  who  matched  the  description 
of  a  person  with  a  gun.  The  man 
concealed  his  hands  and  walked 
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away  from  tfie  officers  in  spite  of 
their  commands.  The  18  year-old 
Sunnydale  resident  threataied  the 
offioCTS'  lives  as  they  determined  that 
he  was  not  armed.  He  was  charged 
with  making  felony  threats.  At  5  p.m. 
along  San  Bruno  Avenue,  an  officer 
investigated  a  child  abuse  case  and 
named  a  19  year-old  Visitadon  Val- 
ley man  as  a  suspect  At  5:1 7  p.m.  on 
the  100  block  of  Girard  Street,  mem- 
bers of  Bayviev/s  plaindothes  team 
responded  to  a  call  regarding  a  bank 
roHxry  CD  San  Bruno  Avenue.  Afew 
hours  later,  an  employee  of  the  bank, 
who  was  present  during  the  robbery, 
saw  the  suspect  exit  another  store 
near  the  bank.  The  employee  fol- 
lowed the  possible  suspect  and 
watched  him  get  into  a  car.  Officers 
detained  the  possible  suspect,  but 
after  an  initial  investigation,  discov- 
ered that  he  was  not  the  bank  rob- 
bery suspect  Officers  located  sus- 
pected narcotics  on  the  subjed  and 
placed  him  into  custody  without  in- 
ddent. 

•On  Oct.  23  at  12  midrught  on  the 
100  block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an 
officer  investigated  a  Domestic 
Violence  inddent  and  arrested  a  25 
year-old  Sunnydale  man  for  felony 
battery. 

•On  Oct.  24  at  7:20  p.m.  on  the  100 
block  of  Blythdale  Avenue,  an  of- 
ficer investigated  a  Domestic  Vio- 
lence inddent  and  interviewed  the 
victim.  Shedaimed  no  knowledge 
of  the  inddent  (a  friend  had  called 
the  police).  The  officer  arrested  the 
suspect,  a  33  year-old  San  Fran- 
dsco man,  for  violating  a  court  or- 
der. The  officer  later  diarged  the 
man  in  a  felony  case  involving  the 
same  woman  from  Jan.  20. 

•On  Oct  25  at  7:45  p.m.  on  the  1 500 
block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers 
heard  shots  fired  and  found  dam- 
age to  parked  cars  nearby  No  one 
was  injured  in  the  inddent. 
Police  Summaries 

"Dec  26  3 pm, 200 block otSomersel St, entry 
made  through  tjedroom  door,  loss  was  money  and 
watdi 

•Dec  29  8  am. ,  stolen  auto.  200  block  o(  Wheeler 
A«,,'95Nssan240 

'Jan  4  100  Wo*  of  Garnson  Ave ,  18  yearokj 

Sumytlale  man  debred  dung  nvestigabon  ol 
fired 

•Jan  5  400blod(ofLetendAve,'87ToyotaCan¥Y 
reccwred 

•Jan  5  400 block ofRayTnon(JAve,"95N(sswi 240 
SX  recovered 

•Jan  6  200blockofBtythdateAve,be1te(y.sus|3ect 
known 

•Jan  6  LelandA^(eand  Delta  Si,  44  year-oW  Iowa 
man  arrested  on  CaSfome  parote  violation  warrant 
•Jan  8  FrI  block  ofBVthdaleAve.baBery,  sus- 
pect known 

•Jan  8  1500blochofFeftonSl,'95HondaAccofd 
recowred 

•Jan  10  100blocko(B)ythd^Ave,34yeff^ 
Pctrero  l>stnct  man  arrested  on  parole  vD*aton  war- 
ram 

•Jan  11  5  53  pm.,  1500  blocJ(o(Waytend  a,  bur- 
glary occurred  betweenS  am  and  2  45  pm,  forced 
entry  via  brml  door,  computer  and  camera  taken 

•Jan  10  Visitaaon  Ave  and  Desmond  St,  lost  I- 
cense  plate 

•Jan  11  200bk)ckofArgonautAve,shotsfired 
•Jan  11  1800bkxkofetythdaleAve,vandarem 
to  buitiing,  broken  wirKkw      See  Next  Page 
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Police  Summaries 

'Jan  11  200  block  of  BIythdaleAve,  33  year- 
old  Sunnydate  woman  arrested  on  local  misde- 
meanor warrant 

*Jan  11  1500  block  of  Sunnydale  Ave  ,  ha- 
rassing ptione  calls 

*Jan  11  1900  block  of  SunnydaleAve  ,  crimi- 
nal threats,  suspect  known 

•Jan  11  500  block  of  Wilde  SI,  auto  burglarv 

•Jan  11  Cnxker  Amazon  Part*.  29  yeaf-oW 
Daly  City  man  ctted  in  dog  bile  case,  other  dog 
bitten  m  stomacti  and  leg 

•Jan  14  lOObkxkofBrookdaleAve.SByear- 
old  Sunnydale  Distnct  man  an-esled  on  Sanla 
Clara  County  and  San  Ma\eo  County  warrants 

•Jan  14  100  block  of  Brookdale  Ave  '97 
Honda  Accord  recovered 

'Jaft  14  Rutland  St  and  Campbell  Ave,  van- 
dalBm  to  pailced  car,  broken  window 

•Jan  15  First  block  o(  Btythdale  Ave ,  traffic 
collision,  hit  and  run,  no  injunes 

•Jan  15  100blockofLelandAve,ttireats,sus 
pect  known 

'Jan  15  3500  bkjckol  San  Bruno  Ave  ,  bat- 
tery, suspect  unknown 

•Jan  15  1300  bkxk  of  SunnydaleAve  ,  found 
person,  luvenile 

•Jan  15  FirstblockofTowersideAve .harass- 
ing phone  calls. 

•Jan  17  2100  block  ol  Geneva  Ave  ,  19  year- 
old  Vfiitacion  Valley  man  arrested  on  local  felony 
narcotics  warrant 

•Jan  17  400  block  of  Hofyoke  St ,  '94  Acura 
Integra  recovered 

•Jan  17  Sunnydale  Ave  and  Santos  SI.,  21 
year-okl  Sunnydale  Distnct  man  arrested  for  vio- 
lating a  court  order 

•Jan  18  100  block  o(  Brookdale  Ave  ,  '96 
Honda  Prelude  recovered 

•Jan  18  1300bkxkotSunnydaleAve, death 
case,  cause  unknown 

•Jan  19  li^arenPaik,trafriccollision,hitand 
mn  (no  injur)es)  Vehicle  left  roadway  and  turned 
over 

•Jan  19  1500  block  of  Sunnydate  Ave,  bat- 
tery, suspect  known 

•Jan  19  1900  bkxk  ol  SunnydaleAve,  found 
person,  juvenile 

'Jan  19  Sunnydate  Ave  and  Hahn  St ,  three 


juveniles  detained  tor  tailing  to  disperse 
•Jan  19  700blockofVetascoAve,lraud, theft 

of  utility  services  through  false  account 
•Jan  20  First  bk)ck  of  Bfookdate  Ave  officers 

found  a  *coW  plate'  (unreported  stolen  license 

plate)  on  a  'hot  car*  (stolen  vehicle),  '04  Acura 

RSX  recovered 

•Jan  20  ISOObkKkof SunnydaleAve, harass- 
ing phone  calls 

•Jan  21  1  20  a  m .  1700  bk)ck  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  burglary  occun-ed  between  Jan  20  and 
21,  forced  entry  via  front  door,  liquor  and  cell 
phone  taken 

•Jan  21  BayshoreBlvd  andArtetaAve  ,  traffic 
collision,  r^luni  bus  hit  pedestrian  m  wheelchair 

•Jan  21  Camzal  St ,  mental  health  interven- 
tion. 

■Jan  21  200  block  of  Hahn  St ,  48  yearnaW 
Sunnydate  man  arrested  for  vandalizing  parked 
car 

•Jan  21  300  block  of  Sawyer  St ,  42  year-oW 
Visitaaon  Valley  man  an-ested  lor  violating  a  courl 
order 

•Jan  21  1900blockofSunnydaleAve,20year- 
okJ  Sunnydale  man  arrested  for  battery 

•Jan  22  Bun- Ave.  vandalism  to  buikJing,grat- 
riti. 

•Jan  22  100  btock  of  Gan^ison  Ave  ,  vandal 
ism  to  building,  broken  window  ■ 

•Jan  22  400bk)ckofRaymondAve  .Richmond 
(CA)  teenagers  admonehed  for  trespassing  at 
middle  school 

•Jan  22  Silver  Ave  and  Cambndge  St ,  van- 
dalism to  parked  car,  tire  slashed 

•Jan  22  VelascoAve  and  Schwenn  St ,  00 
Ford  Mustang  stolen 

•Oct  23  First  bkKk  ol  Ervine  St ,  vehicte  stnp, 
tire  and  wheel  taken 

'Oct  23  First  bkxk  of  Leiand  Ave,  missmg  per- 
son, luvenite 

*Oc123  200blxkofRaymondAve  ,'99Honda 
Accord  recovered 

•Oct  23  100  block  ol  Santos  St ,  '86  Toyota 
Camry  recovered  (Oakland  PD  case) 

'Oct  24  100bl«kolBlythdateAve  18year- 
oW  Berna!  man  cited  for  trespassing 

•Oct  24  100bkx:kolGamsonSt.,*97FordEx 
plorer  stolen 

Captan  Dens  Oleary  oflngleeKle  Statxn  atxJ  Captan 
Joiti  LaSta  of  fiayxfew  SJim  coitnbded  to  tiK  import 


VlSITAaON  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE  ■  FEBRUARY  ?009  •  9 


Celebration  of  Church  and 
Architect  Will  Benefit  Library 


1 

St.  James  f^bytenan  Church  will  celebrate  its  anniversary  on  Apr  19. 


hj  Bcthj  Parsfmll 
In  1906,  dedicated  members  of 
the  University  Mound  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  the  Porlola  dis- 
trict conducted  Sunday  School 
extension  classes  in  Visitacion 
Valley  at  the  Bayshore  Hall.  In 
February  of  that  year,  they  built 
a  small  church  building  on  the 
present  church  property  and 
continued  to  hold  their  Sunday 
School  classes  and  worship  ser- 
vices  there.  The  church  was 
founded. 

Two  years  later,  on  April  26, 
1908,  Uie  official  recognition  of 
the  congregation  by  the 
Presbytery  with  sixty-nine  char- 
ter members  was  handed  down. 
Thus,  in  2009  the  church  will 
observe  the  103rd  anniversary 
since  the  original  gathering. 
Visitacion  Valley  oral  historians 
told  of  a  gymnasium  built  on  the 
back  of  the  lot  for  the  recreational 
use  by  Valley  young  people.  The 
neighbors  on  Raymond  Avenue 
were  not  very  happy  with  the 
thumping  racket  of  the  basket- 
ball games  there. 

By  1922,  the  congregation  was 
outgrowing  the  original  build- 
ing. The  womencs  group,  the  St, 
James  Guild,  spearheaded  fund 
raising  efforts,  and  later  the  men 
of  the  congregation  provided  la- 
bor for  the  various  construction 
and  renovation  projects  over  the 
years. 

By  1923,  the  original,  very  small, 
church  building  had  been 
moved  to  a  nearby  lot  and  be- 
came a  private  residence,  the 


gymnasium  was  demolished, 
and  the  present  church  building 
was  completed. 

Just  a  few  years  ago,  it  was 
learned  that  Julia  Morgan  was 
the  architect  for  the  new  church. 
Probably  the  most  well  known 
of  all  American  female  archi- 
tects, she  designed  several  Pres- 
byterian churches  in  the  Bay 
Area  as  well  as  multiple  build- 
ings for  institutions  serving 
women  and  girls.  Her  most  fa- 
mous patron  was  newspaper 
magnate  William  Randolph 
Hearst,  and  the  most  famous  of 
her  commissions  from  him  is 
Hearst  Castle  at  San  Simeon 
Her  life  story  is  a  fascinating  ac- 
count of  a  talented  woman  who 
had  to  work  exceptionally  hard 
to  overcome  the  bias  against  fe- 
male architects. 

On  April  19,  2009,  St.  James 
Church  and  the  Visitacion  Val- 
ley History  Project  are  spon- 
soring a  joint  celebration  of  the 
church  anniversary  and  this  lo- 
cal work  of  Julia  Morgan.  Mark 
Wilson,  author  of  a  book  about 
Morgan's  works,  will  provide 
a  presentation,  and  there  will 
also  be  historical  pictures  on 
display  and  refreshments.  Ad- 
mission to  this  event  will  be 
$15  for  tickets  sold  in  advance, 
with  admission  on  the  day  $20, 
All  proceeds  will  benefit  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Library  Fund. 

Save  the  date  and  plan  to  enjoy 
a  lively  and  interesting  after- 
noon at  this  historical  Valley 
building. 


Neighbors  Join  Together  to  Clean  Children*  s  Garden 


Lots  of  shoveling, 
order  Jan.  19  as 
together  to  dean 


hf  Beth/  Parsfmll 

On  Monday,  January  19,  Martin 
l.udierKing'sbirthdaywasobserved 
by  many  communities  around  the 
Bay  Area  with  service  projects,  hi 
Visitacion  Valley,  more  than  SO 
people  came  together  at  the 
Greenw^y  Children'sGarden  to  pull 
weeds  and  do  some  planting. 


The  Recreation  and  Park  depart- 
ment supplied  tools  and  trucks  to 
haul  away  ihe  sacks  of  weeds,  all 
headed  for  composting.  Also  on 
hand  were  cool  drir\ks  and  refresh- 
ments. One  gang  tackled  a  paldi  of 
blackberry,  which  is  extremely  inva- 
sive, and  after  strenuous  haddng  and 
digging  the  shout  went  up,  "We  got 


raking,  weeing  and  planbng  were  in 
the  Visitaoon  Valley  community  got 
up  tfie  Greenway'  Children's  Garden. 

the  bush  out"  Cheers  all  around. 
The  Greenway  must  rely  on  the 
neighborhood  for  maintenance, 
and  regular  workdays  will  be  an- 
noLmced  in  the  future.  This  is  an 
excellent  way  to  get  acquainted 
with  neighbors  with  the  added 
benefits  ot  healthy  exercise  and 
valued  service. 


Month  of  Celebration 
For  Black  History 

From  Page  2 

Although  the  patent  drawing  de- 
picts the  Love  Sharpener  as  quite 
plain.  Love  wrote  that  it  could  also 
be  designed  in  a  very  ornate  fash- 
ion and  it  could  also  be  used  as  a 
disk  ornament  or  paperweight.  The 
sharpener  was  patented  on  Novem- 
ber 23,  1897. 

George  Grant  was  an  avid  golfer 
who  was  also  interest  in  the  phys- 
ics of  golfing.  He  set  about  to  im- 
prove the  game  of  golf  and  as  a  re- 
sult he  received  U.S.  patent  No. 
638,920  on  December  12, 1899,  for 
an  improved  golf  tee.  George 
Grant  was  also  recognized  intema- 
tionaily  for  his  invention  of  the 
oblate  palate,  a  prosthetic  device 
he  designed  for  the  treatment  of 
the  cleft  palate. 

George  Washington  Carver  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  best  known  of 
African-American  inventors.  He 
invented  peanut  butter,  adhesives, 
bleach,  chili  sauce,  ink,  instant  cof- 
fee, linoleum,  mayormaise,  paper, 
plastic,  pavement,  shaving  cream, 
talcum  powder  and  more. 

Granville  T.  Woods  was  another 
very  innovative  Inventor.  He  came 
up  with  improvements  to  electric 
railways,  air  brakes,  telephones  and 
telegraphs,  as  well  as  a  chicken  egg 
incubator  and  an  apparatus  for  an 
amusement  park  ride. 

Garrett  A.  Morgan  invented  the 
gas  mask  and  the  automatic  h-affic 
signal,  someone  to  remember  as 
you  wait  for  the  light  to  change. 
And  here's  one  for  tiie  youngsters, 
Lonnie  Johnson  invented  the  Super 
Soaker  squirt  gun,  and  also  in- 
vented thermodynamics  systems 
on  the  side. 

Elijah  McCoy  is  best  known  for 
having  invented  the  automatic  oil 


cup.  During  his  life,  he  invented 
and  sold  57  different  kinds  of  de- 
vices and  machine  parts  includ- 
ing an  ironing  board  and  a  lawn 
sprinkler. 

His  first  invention  was  a  lubri- 
cator for  steam  engines  (U.S 
patent  129,843),  which  was  issued 
on  July  12, 1872. 

Nation's  First  Green 

San  Francisco  International  Air- 
port (SFO)  is  launching  the 
nation's  first  Green  Rental  Car 
program  that  rewards  customers 
for  renting  "green"  alternative- 
fueled  vehicles  and  rental  car 
comparues  for  increasing  rentals 
of  high  mileage  and  alternative 
fuel  vehicles.  The  iimovative  in- 
centive program  is  expected  to 
eliminate  more  than  4,000  tons  of 
C02  emissions  each  year. 

"San  Francisco  is  a  leader  in  de- 
veloping  creative,  sustainable 
programs  that  benefit  the  envi- 
ronment," said  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom,  "TheGreen  Rental  Car 
program  is  an  innovative,  mar- 
ket-based incentive  program  tiiat 
will  produce  very  tangible  results 
in  a  short  period  of  time.  The  ben- 
efits of  this  program  extend  far 
and  wide  ~  travelers,  rental  car 
agencies  and  the  environment  all 
gain  through  this  program." 

Customers  who  rent  hybrid 
cars  that  achieve  an  EPA  rating  of 
1 8  or  higher  will  receive  a  $1 5  dis- 
count at  the  counter.  Cars  in  this 
category  include  the  Honda  Civic 
Hybrid,  Nissan  Altima  Hybrid  or 
Toyota  Prius. 

Likewise,  airport  rental  car 
companies  will  qualify  for  a  20 
percent  reduction  of  their  airport 
rent  fees  if  they  achieve  a  goal  of 
increasing  the  percentage  of  their 
overall  transactions  to  15  percent 
for  rentals  of  hybrid  cars  or  high 


Sarah  Boone  invented  an  ironing 
board  too,  designed  for  ironing 
sleeves.  Her  patent  was  issued  De- 
cember 30, 1887. 

The  list  goes  on  and  on,  and  dur- 
ing this  month  in  particular  we  can 
say  thank  you  for  all  tiie  benefits 
conferred  by  these  talented,  inno- 
vative people. 

Rental  Car  Program 

mileage  vehicles  -  those  with  an 
EPA  rating  of  1 7  or  higher.  Cars  in 
this  category  include  the  Toyota 
Camry,  Honda  Accord  and  Ford 
Focus,  as  well  as  the  hybrid  cars. 
By  offering  these  incentives  to  cus- 
tomers and  rental  car  companies, 
SFO  hopes  to  increase  the  total 
number  of  high  mileage  and  hy- 
brid cars  in  the  rental  fleet  to  more 
than  1 5  percent. 

"The  Green  Rental  Car  pro- 
gram is  the  first  of  several  green 
initiatives  the  airport  is  rolling 
out  in  2009,"  said  John  L.  Mar- 
tin, Director  of  San  Francisco  In- 
ternational Airport.  "We're  com- 
mitted to  making  SFO  the  sus- 
tainable airport  of  choice  for 
California  travelers," 

Business  Thinking  Local 

Marketing  to  customers  In  the 
neigliborh(.»d  used  to  be  as  easy  as 
putting  up  a  sign.  But  toda/s  Web- 
sa  wy  consumers  are  now  searching 
and  shopping  for  products  and  ser- 
vices locally  on  the  Internet. 

Using  a  local  search  engine  is  the 
best  way  to  advertise  your  business 
online.  Not  only  can  you  target  cus- 
tomers in  a  specific  area,  you  can 
maximize  your  marketing  invest- 
ment throu^  higjily  specific  target- 
ing using  the  ri^t  keywords  and 
seardi  phrases  to  pull  customers  to 
your  site  and  your  front  door.  To 
learn  more,  call  888-723-9271  or  visit 
www.locaLcom.  Mitps 
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Boomers 


1863 

I .  Sixtem  countries  met  to  form  this 
in  Geneva  on  Oct  29. 

Z  Resolutions  of  this  were  signed  in 
bte  October. 

3.  First  claim  under  this  on  )aa  1  for  a 
farm  in  Nebrad-^ 

4.  President  Lincoln  delivered  this 
speech  on  Nov.  19. 

5.  The  35th  U.S.  state  admitted  on 
June  20.. 

6.  First  section  of  this  opened  Jaa  1 0. 
7  Ground  brokai  for  this  in  Sacra- 
mento on  Jan.  8. 

8.  President  signed  this  on  Jan.  1. 

9.  President  Lincoln  si^ied  this  into 
law  on  Fd5. 26. 

10.  First  successful  submarine  sunk 
during  Oct  15  test 

II.  Org^mized  Feb.  24  as  a  United 
States  territory, 

12.  Organized  Mar.  3  by  U.S. 
Congress 

A.  Arizona 

B.  National  Currency  Ad 

*During  her  lifetime,  the  novelist 
Jane  Austen  had  difficulty  finding 
a  publisher.  As  a  result,  two  of  her 
works  { Northanger  Abbey  and  Per- 
suasion (  were  not  published  until 
after  her  death. 

'In  1853,  William  R.D.  King  be- 
came the  first  Vice  President  to  take 
the  oath  of  office  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try. He  was  swom-in  while  in  Cuba. 

*The  wood  stork,  also  known  as  the 
wood  ibis,  is  the  only  true  stork  na- 
tive to  the  Uruted  States. 

^Grapevine  Five  Years  Ago^ 

FEBRUARY  2004 

*The  V  isilaaon  V  alley  Planning  Al- 
liance announced  it  would  be  plac- 
ing several  attractive  concrete  planter 
boxes  adjacent  to  select  neighbor- 
hood businesses  this  spring. 

*The  Greenway  and  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  began  coordi- 
nating a  program  to  work  with  local 
children  to  bring  the  Academ/s  in- 
valuable expertise  to  Visitadon  Val- 
ley and  make  the  entire  Greenway 
an  outdoor  classroom. 

*Work  on  Muni's  Third  Street 
Light  Rail  Project  to  reconstruct  the 
US  101 /Third  Street  overpass  con- 
tinued to  require  northbound  and 
southbound  portions  of  the  free- 
way to  be  closed  five  nights  a  week. 


C.  Gettysburg  Address 

D.  CSS  Hunley 

E.  London  Underground  Railway 

F.  Geneva  International  Conference 

G.  Idaho  Territory 

H.  International  Red  Cross 

I.  Homestead  Act 

J,  Transcontinental  Railroad 
K,  Emancipation  Proclamation 
L.  West  Virginia 

■D-31 'v-ii 'a-oi  'g-6'>i-«  'H 

'H-9      '>t'  'I-€      'H-1  s^^iswy 

[     Sez  Who?  ) 

Match  quotes  to  speakers 

1 .  "No  great  radng  driver  has  been 
known  for  his  modesty." 

Z  "The  supreme  cju^ty  for  leader- 
diip  is  unquestionably  integrity  With- 
out it,  no  real  success  is  possible,  no 
matter  whether  it  is  on  a  secticffi  gang 
a  football  field,  in  an  army  or  in  an 
office." 

3.  "Happiness  is  a  butterfly,  which 
when  pursued  is  always  just  beyond 
your  grasp,  but  which  if  you  at  dovm 
cpjietly  may  ali^t  upon  yoa" 

4  "It  is  not  the  strength  but  the  dura- 
tion of  great  sentiments  that  makes 
great  mea" 

5.  "What  1  like  in  a  good  author  is 
not  what  he  says,  but  what  he  whis- 
pers." 

6.  "As  a  general  thing  people  marry 
quite  happOy  with  their  own  kind. 
The  trouble  Ue  in  the  fact  that  people 
usually  marry  at  an  age  when  they 
do  not  really  know  what  their  own 
kind  is" 

7.  "People  are  always  blaming  their 
circumstances  for  what  they  are.  I 
don't  believe  in  circumstances.  The 
people  who  get  on  it  this  world  are 
the  people  who  get  up  and  look  for 
the  circumstances  they  want  and  if 
they  can't  find  them,  make  them." 

8.  'The  wisest  thing  todo  with  a  fool 
is  to  encourage  him  to  hire  a  hall  and 
discourse  to  hus  fellow  citizens.  Noth- 
ing chills  nonsense  like  exposure  to 
the  air" 

9.  "Always  behave  like  a  duck  ( keep 
calm  and  unruffled  on  the  surface  but 
paddle  like  the  devil  underneath" 

A.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne 

B.  Brock  Yates 

C  Logan  Pearsall  Smith 

D.  George  Bernard  Shaw 

E.  Woodrow  Wilson 

F.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

G.  Jacob  Braude 

H.  Friedrich  Nietzsche 
1-  Robertson  Davies 

0-6  -3-8  'G-l 
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Sump,  the  Gump 


in/  Rlx  Qjium 
Predictions 

Yes,  ifs  that  time  when  you  read 
loads  of  predictions  for  the  new 
year.  So,  this  writer  —  who  tracks 
Boomer  interests  —  also  offers  a  few 
thoughts  for  you  to  consider  or  dis- 
card. Here  —  according  to  our  very 
unofficial  survey  —  are  some  things 
Boomers  are  thinking  about  in  2008: 

1 .  The  economy  —  How  well  will 
the  newly-elected  Congress  and 
Senate  work  together  to  solve  cur- 
rent economic  problems? 

2.  Social  Security  —  Millions  of  it 
will  qualify  for  this  in  the  next  five 
to  ten  years.  Our  questions:  How 
will  it  be  altered  or  changed  to  meet 
our  growing  needs,  and  should  we 
collect  it  early,  or  later? 

3.  Investments  —  What  should  we 
dowathoursavingsand  investment 
funds? 

4.  Housing  —  How  wall  the  cur- 
rent market  affect  us? 

5.  College  and  other  advanced 
education  —  How  should  we  ad- 
vise our  children?  What  careers  will 
be  most  in  demand  during  the  next 
two  decades? 

Favorite  Grade 

Although  our  panel  of  Boomers 
voted  fourth  grade  as  their  favorite 
in  elementary  school,  they  enjoyed 
several  others  too. 

"Fifth  grade,"  said  D.L.  "None  of 
the  worries  like  graduating  to 
middle  school,  or  the  pressure  to 
have  an  official  girlfriend.  We  were 
at  the  top  of  the  food  chain.  Qass 
seemed  very  easy,  and  I  had  an 
older,  experienced  teacher  who  let 
us  get  by  with  way  too  much." 

"In  fifth  grade,"  L.H.  remem- 
bered, "my  parents  took  me  on  two 
educational  trips,  the  first  one  a  his- 
torically rich  tour  of  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Washing- 
ton, D.C  The  second  trip  I  had  a 
wonderful  visit  to  Mexico  Qty." 

"I  liked  sixth  grade  best,"  said 
D.C  "I  made  straight  As,  played  all 
sports,  and  joined  Boy  Scouts.  1  was 
captain  of  the  patrol  boys  And  1  re- 
ally liked  my  teacher." 
Elementary  School 

One  Boomer's  memory  of  his  el- 
ementary school  years:  "We  lived  in 
a  neighborhood  full  of  Boomers 
about  my  age.  It  seems  like  we  were 
always  together  On  sdiool  days  we 
met  about  8  AM  in  the  middle  of 
the  block,  and  prepared  for  our  walk 
to  the  school,  about  20  minutes 
away. 

"TTiere  might  be  seven  or  eight  of 
us  on  busy  days.  This  was  a  fun 
time,  because  everybody  had  some 
gossi  p  to  share  abou  t  classes,  teach- 
ers, fnends,  or  family.  We  were  very 
careful  about  crossing  busy  streets, 
and  early-morning  commuters 
drove  slowly  and  paid  attention  to 
all  those  children  heading  for 
school. 

"And  1  especially  remember 
neighborhood  dogs  along  our  path. 
Bade  then,  there  were  no  fence  or 
leash  laws,  so  there  were  lots  of  dogs 
to  greet  us  as  we  walked." 
Comparing  Boomers 

One  frequent  question  we  get: 
"What  do  older  Boomers  (those 
bom  1946-1955)  have  in  common 
wnth  younger  Boomers  (bom  1956- 
1964)?" 

In  our  research,  we've  found  the 
two  age  groups  share  these  traits: 

1 .  A  large  percentage  were  bom 
to  parents  who  entered  adulthood 
before  World  War  D. 

2.  They  often  attended  classes 
where  there  were  28  stijdents  or 
more  in  a  classroom. 

3.  They  grew  up  in  a  fairly  com- 
petitive classroom  environment  be- 
cause there  were  so  many  students 
during  that  time  pjeriod. 

4.  Many  reported  the  joy  of  feel- 
ing free  to  move  easily  about  their 
neighborhoods,  where  they  folt  safe. 
Some  also  said  that  they  walked  or 
rode  their  bicycles  to  school  each 
day,  and  would  often  stop  on  the 
way  home  for  snacks  or  refresh- 
ments. 

5.  Both  groups  said  they  often  be- 
longed to  a  number  of  after-school 
organizations,  or  that  they  were  ac- 


tive in  high  school  sprerts,  drama, 
or  academic  competitions. 
Education 

Baby  Boomers  have  been  defined 
as  an  upwardly  mobile  group. 
Huge  numbers  of  us  sensed  we 
needed  education  ...  and  lots  of  it 

A  study  by  the  U.S.  Census  Bu- 
reau found  that  "The  proportion  of 
Americans  wdth  at  least  a  bachelors' 
degree  grew  five-fold  from  1950  to 
2003,  h-om  3.4  to  17.4  percent.  The 
percentage  completing  high  school 
quadru  pled  from  1 950  to  2003,  from 
17  to  71 .5  percent" 
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Poor  Rix  AJmanac 


b\j  Rix  Qiiirm 

Dear  Poor  Rix:  Does  anything  re- 
ally important  happen  in  February? 
-  History  Shjdent 

Lots  of  good  stuff  happened  in 
February.  Here's  a  partial  list 

In  1913  Congress  passed  the 
amendment  to  tax  our  incomes.  If 
you've  paid  taxes  since  1913,  you  are 
now  likely  very  poor  and  very  old. 

All  February  is  Return  Shopping 
Carts  to  the  Supermarket  Month. 
(Poor  Rix  never  stole  a  cart,  but  is 
reminded  to  return  some  library 
books  checked  out  in  1997.) 

This  month  we  also  celebrate 
Robinson  Crusoe  Day  The  story  was 
based  on  a  sailor  who  argued  with 
his  captain,  and  got  dropped  on  a 
semi-deserted  islaiid 

So,  let  this  be  a  lesson:  If  you 
backtalk  the  boss,  you  could  end  up 
with  a  friend  named  Friday,  but 
nothing  to  do  the  rest  of  the  week. 

Did  you  know  we  celebrate  the 
1744  birthday  of  the  first  weather- 
man, John  Jeffries?  Some  claim  he 
died  of  high  temperature.  Others  say 
it  was  low  pressure.  A  few  frienck 
were  unwolling  to  make  a  predictiort, 
but  were  pretty  sure  he  was  under 
the  weather. 

Carl  Wilhelm  Grimm  celebrated  a 
February  birthday  in  1786.  He  and 
brother  Jacob  compiled  the  time- 
honored  "Grimms'  Fairy  Tales," 
Even  though  he  died  long  ago,  we'll 
always  remember  him  as  a  mything 
persoa 

Fir^y,  did  you  know  that  in  1893 
a  historic  motion  picture  —the  re- 
cording of  a  sneeze  —  was  captured 
on  film?  It  didn't  have  much  of  a  plot, 
but  ifs  real  fun  to  watch. .  .especially 
if  you  run  it  backward. 

Hey,  Poor  Rix:  What  should  I  give 
my  special  someone  for  Valentine's 
Day? -Jessica 


Millions  celebrate  February  14  by 
giving  flowers,  candy,  and  cards  to 
express  romantic  love.  And  some 
buy  presents  for  their  spouses,  too. 

Yes,  Valentine's  Day  offers  ladies 
the  opportunity  to  declare  affection- 
ate thoughts  with  a  lovely  card.  Most 
men,  however,  know  fliey  should 
spend  a  lot  of  money,  or  else  they 
mig^it  be  in  a  lot  of  pain. 

In  andent  times,  prehistoric  man 
gave  his  girlfriend  a  practical  gift  - 
likeagoat-to  show  admiratiorLHis 
girlfriend  and  her  family  could  feed 
from  it  This  w^s  called  "milking  a 
compliment." 

Ifs  speculated  that  Valentine's  Day 
originated  2500  years  ago  as 
Lupercalia,  a  festival  to  honor  the  god 
Lupercus  with  a  lottery.  Young  ladies 
put  their  names  in  a  gjant  container, 
and  young  men  randomly  drew  a 
partner 

At  the  end  of  a  year  -  if  the  man 
wasn't  either  married  or  dead  -  he 
could  draw  for  a  different  partner. 
About  this  same  time,  the  card-giv- 
ing tradition  started  too.  Postage  was 
reS  cheap  back  then,  because  air  mail 
was  delivered  by  pigeon. 

Today,  just  about  everybody  cel- 
ebrates Valentine's  Day  Elementary 
school  children  exchange  cards 
with  classmates.  Middle  schoolers 
write  anonymous  notes  to  their  se- 
cret crushes.  Older  teens  might  be- 
stow presents,  Visses,  or  mono- 
nucleosis. 

If  you're  a  guy  here  are  three  hints 

1 .  Buy  your  girlfriend  a  corsage. 

Z  Pick  out  a  real  mushy  card  for 
hen  Look  for  romantic  messages  full 
of  words  like  "sweet,"  "love,"  or 
"honey."  Avoid  rhymes  that  contain 
the  words  "contagious,"  "alien,"  or 
"burp." 

3.  Finally,  take  her  to  a  nice  restau- 
rant for  dinner.,,  but  go  indoors, 
don't  use  tiie  drive-through. 

Teen  Scrapbooking  at 
Valley  Branch  Library 

Can  you  shape  your  memories  or 
dreams  with  scraps,  paper  and 
glue?  It's  Ail  About  You:  Teen 
Scrapbooking,  an  event  forages  12- 
18,  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  5  from  4  to  5:30  p.m.  at  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Library,  45 
Leland  Ave.: 

Materials  will  be  provided,  but 
feel  free  to  bring  scraps,  pictures  or 
photos  that  inspire  you.  For  infor- 
mation or  to  register,  contact  Abby 
Harwood  at  (415)  355-5660  or 
aharwood@sfpl.org. 
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12 
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15 

ie 

19 

28 

29 
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34 

- 

37 
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40 

41 

50 

51 

56 

59 

13 


16 
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31 


32 
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10 

11 

21 

26 

27 

33 

36 

ACROSS 
1  Calyx  lead 
6  Arabic  letter 
9  Vigor 

12  Dodge 

13  Presidential 
nicknarrie 

14  Amateur  Boxing 
Assn.  (abbr.) 

15  Gr  Poetic  toot 

16  Physician 

17  Fellow 
ISfidl 

20  y  Irtcamatkjn  <A 
Vishnu 

22  Ancient  ascetic 
24  Sheep's  cry 

27  Indian  ground  salt 

28  Guided  mtssfle 
32  Cuckoo  point 


34  Brythonic  sea  god 

36EehvorTn 

37  Handwriting  on  the 

wall 

39  Pasture 

41  First-fate 

42  Luncheon 
44Gttfn 

47  Layers 

52  Narrower  than  AA 

53  Computer 
generated  imagery 
(abbr) 

56  Opponent 

56  Scot  aider  tree 

57  This  one  (lat) 
56  Rate  o(  interest 
(Lat) 

59  light-emitting 
diode  (abbr.) 


60  Thus  (Lat) 

61  Middle 
DOWN 
lSix{Sp,) 

2  Revety  cry 

3  Stamp-sheet  segment 

4  Mine  entrance 

5  Satyr 

6  Papa 

7  Over 

8  Pour  off  gently 

9  SttBOl  Second  Punic 
War's  end 

10  Dayak  people 

11  Spotted  cavy 

19  As*  or  donkey  (Ger.) 
21  Chin  Flour 

23  Ledge 

24  Fk>or  covering 

25  One  hundred 


square  meters 
26Binl 

29  Hyson 

30  Television 
channel 

31  No  (Scot) 

33  Change  (pref) 
35  Muslim  ship's 
captain 
38  Nut 

40  Sinus  cavty 
43  Bundle  of  twigs 
44Semitjc  deity 

45  Berne's  river 

46  Territory 

48  increase 

49  Grandfather  (Ut) 

50  Body  of  water 
51WkTgs 

54  Amazon  Iribulaiy 


Visitacion  Valley  Business  Directory 


Valley  free  listings  in  the  415  area  code 
Call  the  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 

AQUARUM 

DRAGCN  GTYACfJfiPtM  144  lEttflAifi,  3334596 
AUTOMOrn/E 

BAVSHOREAUTO.  2260  Baysiiore  BW ,  467*1» 
BAVS^ORf  Se?WC£  2596  Baysftie  EM ,  23W239 
BfiOThERSAUTO  BODY.  2520  dSfSm  ftO 
OiAfiUFS  GARAGE  2550  Baysftre  Bxf .  239-7450 
rw  yULTOWOTTVE ,  2500  Baysrtre  ftd .  5858281 
BANK 

SAWK  OF  AACRICA,  6  Leiand  Aw  622-4501 
BAKERS 

l/nif  QUiAP084;<E  SHOP.  1 69  LEtendAw .  239-22S3 
8ARSERS 

aARa0?SHOR357OSanawioA\e  7244396 
EMMAS  HAIR  SALON,  35  LeiandAve,  587-7429 
THESHOP(JB).  16CWLBlandA«.23&6709 
BEAUnClAKS 

90DY  SOUL  «  SPtflJT,  222  Laland  A« .  333-7261 
CONNIES  HAIR.  2436  BaysJoe  *d ,  58&«288 
FACE.  BODY  &  SOUL  3582  San  Bruno  Ave ,  467 
3223 

HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NA/L  BEAUTY  SAiOW,  199 

Leiand  A«.,  333-1005 

NAJiS  BYJEtm.  50  Laland  Aw ,  3336800 

SHERRY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  Laland  A«.,  337-9381 

WHOS  8400, 224  Island  Aw ,  657-3156 

BLMDCLEANNG 

SREEDV  ULTRASONIC  BUND  CLEANING  (oomwiaal 
*ti/Es*rte(l.  1116  G«ard  Si.  467-7506 
BOARDNG  HOUSE 

Aa£S  CASA850RiilareJa,  3334664,  fan  3334683 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMVARAGOW,  PROFCSS/ONAL  BOOKKEEPER 
467-8927 

VERNA  WALLACE  EA,  2320  Bayshore  BW,  2395333 
CARPETS 

HANSANINTBilORS.  41  Leiand  Aw.  3336382 
CHURCteS 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITAOON.  655  Sunnydale 
Ave.  239-5950 

(GLESM  a  ESPIRITU  SAWTD,  38  Leiand  Aw 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
Tunnel  Ave,  468-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
Laland  Aw.  2395457 

ST-JAACSflRESS/TERIANCHURCH,240LelandAw. 
5B&6381 

iflilEYSflPTlSf OiUflCW,  305  RaymnJAw,  467-6055 
VISITAQON  CHINESE  BAFnST  CHURCH.  8  Desmond 
31,3334503 
COFFEE 

C4Ml£STKXCOffiE2155Ba>SOTftiL  467-?442 
HAflPVDQVLff.  2600  BaystoE  aw .  48*5309 
Xe  tfi>WD  CAFE  28  LfilaTd  Aw 
CREDIT  UMON 

NORT}€ASTCOKtAJN{TYFS)ERALCRHyTUNION. 

29LfllarelAve,434OT38 

DAYCARE 

GAffOUSELDAy  OWE  261  Hshi  Si,  4695353 
DBITGT 

VISITAOON  VALL£Y  DENTAL  OFFICE  (Albarl  Kuan 

DOS).  37  Ldand  Aw.  2395500 

DEVELOPERS 

VISITAQON  VAllBY  COMMUNITY  DEVaOP^CWT 
CORPOfWTTOftf.  1099Sunn>OaieAw.  597-7895 


ELKTRICAL 

WTEafCTWClJoefTalB)  4674657 
FLOORS 

TEDOYBs  HAflDWOOD  FLOORS.  309-6342 
FLORETS 

IL  RORE  ROWERS  2466  Sai  ftuioAw  46&0145 
GARDBJ  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESraGARDevORNAA€NTS  3635  BaysTore  BW 

2395990 

GROCERS 

CASfl  LOPEZ  PflOOUCE  56  Letand  Ave  586^745 
E  Z  STOP  MARKET  2203  Geneva  Ave ,  585-9240 
HVE  MLE  MARKET,  3574  San  ftiro  Aw .  467-7300 
LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  02  65  Leiand  Ave ,  239-7520 
ur7l£WLL4GeMARKE7;i450SinvJ*Aw. 586-1815 
M&M  SHORTSTOP  2145  Geneva  Ave ,  58^0878 
PfCCOiO  PETE.  2155  Bayshofe  Blvd  ,  468-6800 
7-11.  2200  BayshOfe  Blvd ,  468^ 
SHUN  LEE  MARKET,  2400  BaysJiore  Blvd  .  586-4851 
SUPER  FAIR  MARKET,  201  Leiand  Ave ,  239-6656 
TEDDYS  MARKET.  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SANONHERBS.  33-ALdandAw  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

l'AIfR/EHd£IEGGER-rtyPNOTHEftApy,371TaddyA« 

46&5&31 

NSURAHCE 

EDIEEFPSIAHE  INSURANCE), 4e7^]236Fax467-0276 
ROBERT  LEHMAN.  aTC  (Bte  OossJ,  3330850 
KTTC^CABfCTS 

LEE  CHANG  INTEFNAUONAL  2iLBlan}Ave ,  333-2730 
LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LANDSCAPES  256  Talbed  Si , 

585-9137.  sflansca pes  com 

LAUNDRYfCLEANERS 

SAYmSH.iflLdandAw 

OTV  WASH  83  Utend  Aw ,  3339467 

CC»I  WASH  i  DRY  LAUNDRY.  186LelandAw 

FORTYNINER CLEANERS .  51  Ldand  Aw,  2396416 

LELANDAVENUE  CLEANERS,  151  l£landAw.,  586-1412 

VALLEY  LAUNDRY.  90  Leiand  Aw 

WSfTAQONWOEYLAt/ifORY.lOeLftitiAw., 239-9030 

LEARNMG 

FIRSTPLACE2SrART1252SunnydaeAw,JJ3-2659 
HERITAGE  HOMES  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER.  245  Rey  Si,  58&fl700 
JOHN  K/NG  CH;LD  and  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER.  500  Raymond  Aw ,  333-1375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Aw .  4524907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CHILDRBiS  PROGRAMS  103Tu»e(Ave ,  4675565 
VISITAOON  VAllEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL  325  Leiand 
Aw,  585-9320 
UBRARY 

WSraaON  VAilEY  branch  45  Laiand  Aw .  2395270 
MANUUCTURER 

SEES  CANDIES  INC  345  ScJwenn  Si 
MB>ICAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER. 

1704  SunnyflaleAve ,  584-3620 

HAWKINS  VILL4GE  MEO/CAL  CUNIC  (Oepl  o(  PuKC 

HeallTi),  1099  Sunnydate  Ave  Appomlmenls  71W)310 

OR  SAMHO  MD  2858 San BnjnoAw,  337-6135 

NEW  CARNIVAL  ACUPRESSURE  HEALTH  CENTER 

2458 BaysforeBM.  337-8100 

NORTH  EAST  h/EXCAL  SERVICES  LBMD  AVBiUE 

82  Leiand  Aw ,  391-9686  (a*  lor  Leiand  Awnue  dnc) 


PCR70L4  FOOT*  ANKLE  CUMC  (Or  Ovyaig  PaeO 

2S5e  San  OunoAw  467-7500 

NOTARY 

ROYAL  WOBC  MORTGAGE  46  Leiand  Aw. 3334900 
ORGANEATIONS 

ASIAN  PAQFIC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442 Bayshore Blvd,  587-2689 
IMUJELBFJOWW,^  TEBiC&fJER  1652  Sunnydale 
Ave  584-6099 

GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOQATION.  60  Bun  Aw .  584-2700 
GIRLS  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050 
Sunnydale  Ave ,  333  Schwenn  Si.  5844044 
JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY.  500  Raymond 
Aw ,  239*233 

LELAND  HOUSE.  141  Leiand  Ave ,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  Options  lot  Cily  KkJs].  590  Ltf  and  Aw , 
333-4001 

SUNNW/^  DEVELOPMENT  COO  OFFICE.  1552 

Sunnydale  Aw,  841-1683 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Ave  457-4499 

PHARMACY 

WS/MOON  VALLEY  PHARMACY,  lOOLelandAve, 
239-5811 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

kVALfER  CORffN  PHOTOGRAPHY  (freelance),  435 

Sa*iw  a,  587-9471.  to  337«20 

PUJMBMG 

MARK  VOELKER  RUMSING,  99  ArteB  Aw ,  467-7401 
POST  OFFICE 

VISITAOOV  USPO,  68  Lelarri  Aw .  (800)  27^5777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNAP  TO.  iReaSv.  Cotftw/IBanteO. (650) 757- 
8868,  Mobile  (4 1 5)  830- 1 235,  Fax  (650)  246- 1 9 1 0 
LaFLUE-WALTON  4  ASSOC/ATES,  2428  BaystKifB 
Blvd.  587-8683 

CATHY  KLINE  SAUNDERS  (ZeptTfl  Rea*  Estate).  215 
(NeslPoraAw  731-5011  ex  163 
RESTAURANTS 

8AYS1DE  CAFE  2011  Bayshore  BI«J ,  467-2023 
HAPPY  FAMILY  FAST  FOOD.  107  Leiand  Ave  , 
333-8999 

G&L  BAKERY  i  RESTAURMT.  196  Leiand  Ave . 
239*283 

WAN  FAT  BAKERY.  110  Leiand  Aw ,  585-116? 
NAYANT  TAQUERIA .  98  Leiand  Aw ,  587-7721 
TWO  JACKS.  167  LeIaxJ  Ave .  337-0433 
SCULPTOR 

C4RTDR(G/NALS  (Mid  CafW ),  2  Hahn  Si.  2394 1 38 
SELF4>EVaOPMEKT 

DVN4AIC  DEVaOPMENTS  (Maf)one  Ann  Wit3tv&. 
CEO  (>Ber  and  Sefl^rtaxiemenBSpeoalsO  467-7608 
SERVICE  PROVDERS 
T^€VIUA(£  1099  SimyOdeAw. 2395045 

vismaoN  VAilEY  baptist  church  outreach 

CENTER  57  Leiand  Aw 

VISITACION  VALLEY  BlUNGUAL  EDUCATION. 

SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  4  TRAINING.  120L£andAw 

MSITAOON  WUEY  COtMUNITY  CENTER  (WOQ. 

50  Raymond  Aw,  467*400 

WCC  FAMLV  «  COMMUNTTY  SERVICES  C0/TB?, 

161  Leiand  Aw  ,5866996,  Fax  5e&6027 

VISTAOONVALLEYSUS/NESSOPPORruNinES 

AND  OUTREACH  TO  MERCHANTS  (VVBOOMJ, 

91  Leiand  Ave  585  2338 

TELEPHONE 

D&A  WIRELESS.  78 Lfltand Aw , 4524139 
VARIETY 

GOLDEN  99  CENTS  ZONE  5-7  Laland  Aw .  J3JJ923 


Tax  Exemption  and 
Deduction  Options 

(n/  Jason  Aldennan 

About  the  only  upside  when  the 
cost  of  living  increases  is  that  every 
year  the  IRS  readjusts  personal  tax 
exemptions,  standard  deduction 
amounts  and  retirement  account 
contribution  limits,  ifs  not  like  win- 
ning the  lottery,  but  I'll  take  all  the 
good  news  I  can  get 

Among  the  change  that  might 
help  your  tax  situation  in  2009  are; 

•Exemptions  and  deductions.  The 
personal  federal  tax  exemption  you 
may  claim  for  yourself  and  depen- 
dents increases  $1 50  to  $3,650  each 
in  2009.  TTie  standard  tax  deduction 
for  singles  increases  to  $5,700  (up 
$250  from  2008);  for  those  who  are 
married  and  filing  jointly,  ifs  now 
$1 1,400  (up  $500);  and  for  heads  of 
households,  ifs  $8350  (up  $350), 

"Defined  contribution  plan  limits. 
The  maximum  annual  contribution 
you  can  make  to  a  401  (k),  403(b)  or 
457  plan  increases  from  $15,500  to 
$16^00.  Plus,  if  you're  over  age  50 
you  can  contribute  an  additional 
$5^  per  year  -  up  $500  from  2008. 
Also,  the  annual  limit  for  combined 
employee  and  employer  contribu- 
tions rises  from  $46XX)0  to  $49,000. 

•Keep  in  mind  that  making  pretax 
contributions  to  ttiese  plans  reduces 
your  taxable  income,  which  in  turn 
lowers  your  taxes.  To  learn  more 
about  how  401  (k),  403(b)  and  457 
plans  work,  go  to  Visa  Inc.'s  free  per- 
sonal financial  management  site. 
Practical  Money  Skills  for  Life 
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com/ 
benefits). 

•Defined  benefit  plan  limits.  The 
annual  limit  on  how  much  you  can 
receive  from  a  defined  benefit  (tra- 
ditional pension)  plan  increases  from 
$185,000  to  $195,000. 

•Individual  Retirement  Accounts 
(IRAs).  The  maximum  amoimt  you 
can  contribute  to  a  regular  or  Roth 
IRA  remains  unchanged  from  2008 
at  $5,000  (those  aged  50  and  older 
can  contn'bute  an  additional  $1,0(X)), 
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•Retirement  saving  contribution 
credit.  Low-  and  moderate-income 
workers  who  contribute  to  an  IRA 
or  company-sponsored  plan  may  be 
eligible  for  a  savers  credit  of  up  to 
$1,000  ($2,000  if  filing  jointly),  in  ad- 
dition to  any  other  tax  savings.  Quali- 
fying income  ceiling  limits  rise  to 
$55,500  for  joint  filers,  Ml,625  for 
heads  of  household,  and  $27,750  for 
singles  or  married  persons  filing 
separately-  Consult  Form  8880  at 
www.irs.gov  for  more  information 

*SIMPLE  plans.  Hie  employee  con- 
tribution limit  for  these  small-em- 
ployer plar\s,  which  resemble401(k) 
plans,  increases  $1,000  to  $11,500. 
Those  over  a^  50  can  make  up  to 
$2,500  in  catch-up  contributions. 

•Simplified  Employee  Pension 
(SEP)  IRA  plans.  In  these  plans, 
your  employer  (or  you,  if  you're 
self-employed)  contributes  directly 
to  an  IRA  on  your  behalf.  The  an- 
nual nrinimum  wage  for  participa- 
tion increases  to  $550  and  the  maxi- 
mum contribution  allowed  is  a  per- 
centage of  pay  (25  percent  for  com- 
panies;  20  percent  if  self-em- 
ployed) up  to  an  annual  pay  limit 
of  $245,000  -  a  $15,000  increase 
from  2008. 

•College  tax  credit.  You  may  be 
able  to  claim  a  Hope  credit  of  up 
to  $1,800  for  qualiiied  education 
expenses  paid  for  each  eligible  stu- 
dent during  their  first  two  years  of 
post-secondary  education  for  the 
2008-2009  school  year.  And  you 
may  be  able  to  deduct  up  to  $2^ 
a  year  from  your  taxes  for  quali- 
fied student  loan  interest. 

•Social  Security  wage  base.  The 
maximum  earriings  amount  subject 
to  Social  Security  tax  has  increased 
to  $106,800,  from  $102,000  in  2008, 
As  in  past  years,  there  is  no  maxi- 
mum wage  amount  subject  to  taxa- 
tion for  Medicare. 

•Consult  a  financial  advisor  for 
other  tax  credits  or  deductions  for 
which  you  may  be  eligible.  When  it 
comes  to  paying  taxes,  the  more  you 
know,  the  more  you  can  save. 

Iivon  Aldftn  mndi  nt1s  Vtw  ifinancul  aiuaU  «in  ^wKgram  s 


YlfltacloQ  TalleyFftmilj  and  CommaiLlty  S^ei'Ttces  Center 


We  Can  Help  You! 

Complete  Immigraiton  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Multicultural  Day  2009 

Thursday,  February  19,  5  to  8  p.m. 
Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School 
45(M^aymond  Ave. 
Celebrate  the  Diversity  of 
Visitacion  Valley  in  an  evening  of 
entertainment  and  education. 

After  School  Program 
Parent  Meeting  &  Wortehop 

Wednesday,  February  11, 
5:30  -  7  p.m.  at  50  Raymond  Ave. 


First  Series  Hands  on 
Literacy  Parent/Child 
Interactive  Group 

"Celebrate  Valentines" 
Thursday,  February  12,  5:30  -  7  p.m. 
at  WCC  Library,  45  Leiand  Ave. 

Whole  Family  Literacy 

Thursday,  February  25,  5:30  -  7  p.m. 
"Literacy  Everywhere,  Part  11" 
at  500  Raymond  Ave. 


Every  Wednesday 

February  4, 11,  18  and  25 
6  *  8  p.m. 


Men's  Classes 
Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday, 
3  -  4  p.m. 
February  2, 9  and  23 

Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  586-6998, 
Monday-Friday, 
9  a.m.'S  p.m. 


February  2009  Activities 

held  at  161  Leiand  Avenue 
except  where  noted 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
February  1  to  28,  9:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

Parents  Support  Group 

Thursday,  February  19,  4:30  to  6:30  p.m. 

"Be  the  Change  Consulting" 
Featuring  Guest  Speaker  Sangita  Kumar 

Male  Involvement  Group 

Saturday,  February  21,  10  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Parent  Education  Workshop 

Thursday,  February  26,  4  to  6  p.m. 
"Lead  Prevention"  with  David  Ho  of  the  DPH 


Family  and  Community  Services  Center  staff: 
Meriam  Abalos,  Marichelle  Punzalan, 
Jenny  Sosa  and  Jack  Kwong 


161  Leiand  Avenue.  Sau  Fraiicivco,  CA  94134 
Tel:  (415)  5S6-609S  Fav  (41.3 )  5S6-S02^ e-iuail:  nieriaiu_>TceC^ sbcglobal.n^t 


\l  have  been  studying 

Visitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 

\.         .  Cathy  Kline  Saunders 


For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs,  Call 


415.731.501 1  X  163  zephyr 

Me  A  L  r  %  TAT  F 


